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MINUTES, &c. 


Ju NE 23, 1744, Sc. 


T is deſired, That all Things be conſidered as in 
I the immediate Preſence of Goo. 
That we may meet with a ſingle Eye, and as 

little Children, who have every thing to learn : 

That every Point which is propoſed, may be ex- 
amined to the Foundation : | 

That every Perſon may ſpeak freely whatever is is 
his Heart: X | 

And that every Queſtion which may ariſe, ſhould be 
throughly debated and ſettled. Mean time let us all 
pray for a Willingneſs to receive Light, to know of 
every Doctrine, whether it be of Gop. 


Q. 1. How may the Time of this Conference be made 
more eminently a Time of Watching unto Prayer? 

A. 1. While we are cenverſing, let us have an eſpe- 
cial Care, to ſet Gop always before us: | 

2. In the intermediate Hours, let us viſit none but 
the Sick, and ſpend all the Time that remains in Re- 
tirement : 

3. Let us therein give ourſelves to Prayer for one 
another, and for a Bleſſing on this our Labour, 
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3 2. How far does each of us agree to ſubmit to 
the Judgment of the Majority ? 
A. In ſpeculative Things each can 'only ſubmit, fo 
far as his judgment ſhall be convinced: 
In every practical Point each will ſubmit, ſo far as 
he can without wounding his Conſcience, 


Q. 3. Can a Chiiſtian ſubmit any farther than this, 
to any Man, or Numbef of Men upon Earth? 

A. It is plain he cannot, either to Biſhop, Convo- 
cation or General Council. And this is that grand 
Principle of private Judgment, on which all the Re- 
formers proceeded ; © Every Man muſt judge for him- 
« ſelf; becauſe every Man muſt give an Account of 
« himſelf to Gop.“ | 


Q. 4. What may we reaſonably believe to be God's 
Defign in raiſing up the Preachers called Merhodi/?s ? 

A. To reform the Nation, particularly the Church; 
and to ſpread ſcriptural Holineſs over the Land. 


Q. 5. What was the Riſe of Methodiſm, ſo called? 

A. In 1729, two young Men reading the Bible, ſaw 
they could not be ſaved without Holineſs, followed 
after it, and incited others ſo to do. In 1737 they 
ſaw, Holineſs comes by Faith, Toney ſaw likewiſe, 
that Men are juſtified before they are ſanctified: but 
fill Holineſs was their Point. 

Gov then thruſt them out, utterly againſt their Will, 
to raiſe an holy People. When Satan could no other- 
wiſe hinder this, he threw Ca/vini/m in the Way; and 
then Antinomianiſm, which ſtrikes directly at the Root 
of all Holineſs. 

Then many of the Methodi/ts growing rich, became 
Lovers of the preſent World, Next they married un- 
awakened or half awakened Yves, and converſed with 
their Relations. Hence worldly Prudence, Maxims, 
Cuftoms, crept back upon them, producing more and 
more Conformity to the World. 

Hence followed groſs Neglect of relative Duties, 
eſpecially Education of Children. And this is not eafily 
cured by the Preachers. Either they have not Light, 
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or not Herght enough. But the Want of both may in 
ſome meaſure be ſupplied, by publickly reading the 
Sermons every where, particularly the fourth Volume. 


Q. 6. Is it adviſeable to preach in as many Places 
as we can, without forming any Societies? 

A. By no means : we have made the Trial in vari- 
ous Places; and that for a conſiderable Time. But all 
the Seed has fallen as by the Way · ſide: there is ſcarce 
any Fruit of it remaining. 


Q. 7. But what particular Inconveniences do yo 
obſerve, where Societies are not formed ? 

A. Theſe among others; 1. The Preachers cannot 
give proper Inſtructions and Exhortations to thoſe that 
are convinced of Sin: 2. They cannot watch over one 
another in Love; nor, 3. Can the Believers bear one 
another's Burdens, and build up each other in Faith 
and Holineſs. 


Q. 8. Where ſhould we endeavour to preach moſt ? 
A. 1. Where we (Clergymen) are permitted to preach 
in a Church; 2. Where there is the greateſt Number 
of quiet and willing Hearers; 3. Where there is moſt 


Fruit. 


Q 9. Is Field-preaching then unlawful ? 
A. We conceive not. e do not know that it is 
contrary to any Law either of Gop or Man. 


Q. 10. Have we not uſed it too ſparingly ? 

A. It ſeems we have: 1. Becauſe our Call is, To 
ſave that which is loſt, Now we cannot expect ſuch to 
ſeek us. Therefore we ſhould go and ſeek tbem. 2. 
Becauſe. we are particularly called, by going into the 
Highways and Hedges (which none elſe will) 7 compg/ 
them to come in. 3. Becauſe that Reaſon againſt it is 
not good, The Houſe will hold all that come.“ 
The Houſe may hold all that come to the Houſe, but 
not all that would come to the Field. 


The greateſt Hindrances to this you are to expect 
from the rich, or cowardly, or lazy Methedifts. But 
A 3. regard 


6 
regard them not, neither Stewards, Leaders nor People. 
Whenever the Weather will permit, go out in God's 
Name into the moſt public Places, and call all to re- 
pent, and believe the Goſpel ; every Sunday in particular: 


eſpecially in the old Societies, leſt they ſettle upon 
their Lees. 


Q. 11. Ought we not diligently to obſerve, in what 


Places Gon is pleaſed at any Time to pour out his Spi- 


rit more abundantly ? 
A. We ought, and at that Time to ſend more La- 
bourers than uſual into that Part of the Harveſt. 


Q. 12. What is a ſufficient Call to a new Place ? 
A. 1. An Invitation from a ſerious Man, fearing 


God, who has an Houſe to receive us: 2. A Proba- - 


bability of doing more Good by going thither, than by 
ſtaying longer where we are. | 


Q. 13. How often ſhall we permit Strangers to be 
preſent, at the Meeting of the Society ? 

A. Let every other Meeting of the Society, in every 
Place, be ftrifily private; no one Stranger being ad- 
mitted, on any Account or Pretence whatſoever. On 
the other Nights we may admit them with Caution ; 
but not the ſame Perſons above twice or thrice. In 
order to this, ſee that all in every Place ſhew their 
Tickets before they come in. If the Stewards and 
Leaders are not exact and impartial herein, employ 
others which have more Reſolution. 


Q. 14. May a Relapſer into groſs Sin, confeſſing 
his Fault, be re-admitted into the Society ? 

A. Not as a Member, till after three Months : but 
he may be permitted to ſtay as a Stranger. 


Q. 15. How may the Leaders of Claſſes be made 
more uſeful ? 

A. 1. Let each of them be diligently examined 
concerning his Method of meeting a Claſs. : 

2. Let us recommend to all the following Direc- 


tions ; 


1. Let 
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1. Let each Leader carefully inquire, How every Soul 
in his Claſs proſpers? Not only, How each Perſon 


obſerves the outward Rules, but how he grows in | 


the Knowledge and Lore of Gov. 


2, Let the Leaders converſe with all the Preachers, as 


frequently and as freely as poſſible. 


3. Let every Leader come into the Room on Tueſday, | 


as ſoon as the Service is ended, and then fit down, 


comes in. 

4. Let no Leader go out till the Preacher goes. 

5. Let none ſpeak there, but the Preacher or the Ste- 
ward, unleſs in Anſwer to a Queſtion 

6. Let every Leader bring a Note of every fick Perſon 
in his Claſs, 

7. Let every Leader ſend the ſame Note to the Viſiter 
of the Sick Weekly. 


Q. 16. Can any thing farther be done, in order to 
make the Meetings of the Claſſes lively and profitable? 

A. 1. Let the Leaders frequently meet each other's 
Claſſ-s. 

2, Let us obſerve, which Leaders are moſt uſeful to 
thoſe under their Care. And let theſe meet the other 
Claſſes as often as poſſible. 


.* How can we farther aſſiſt thoſe under our 
are 

A. 1. By cloſely examining them at each Viſitation : 

2. By meeting the married Men and Women toge- 
ther, on the firſt Sunday, after the Viſitation, the ſingle 
Men and Women apart, on the two following. 

3. By inſtructing them at their own Houſes, 

What unſpeakable Need is there of this? The 
World ſays, The Methodiſts are no better than other 
People.“ This is not true. Yet it is nearer the 
Truth, than we are willing to imagine, 

For, 1. Perſonal-Religion, either toward God or 
Man, is amazingly ſuperficial among us. 
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T can but juſt touch on a few Generals. How little 
Faith is there among us ? How little Communion with 
Gop.? How little living in Heaven, walking in Eter- 
nity, Deadneſs to every Creature? How much Love of 
the World, Defire of Pleaſure, of Eaſe, of Praiſe, of 
getting Money? | 

How little Brotherly- Love? What continual Judg- 
ing one another? What Goſſipping, Evil- ſpeaking, 

Tale-bearing ? What want of Moral Honeſty ? To in- 
ftance only in a few Particulars : 

What Servants, Journeymen, Labourers, Carpenters, 
Bricklayers, do as they would be done by? Which of 
them does as much Work as he can ? Set him down for 
a Knave that does not. 

Who does as he would be done by, in buying and 
ſeiling, particularly in ſelling Horſes ? Write him K nave 
that does not, And the Methodiſt-Knave is the worſt 
of all Knaves. 

2. Family Religion is ſhamefully wanting, and al- 
moſt in every Branch. 

And the Methodiſts in general will be little better, 
till we take quite another Courſe with them. For 
what avails Public Preaching alone, though we could 
preach like Angels ? 

I heard Dr Lupton ſay, My Father, viſiting one of 
his Pariſhioners, who had never miſled going to Church 
for forty Years, then lying on his Death-bed, aſked 
him, Thomas, where do you think your Soul will 
« go?” „Soul! Soul!” ſaid Thomas: © Yes; Do 
% not you know what your Soul is?” Aye ſurely,” 
faid he: Why, it is a little Bone in the Back, that 
lives longer than the reſt of the Body.” So much 
Themas had learned by often hearing Sermons, yea and 
exceeding good Sermons, for forty Years ! 

We muſt inſtruct them from Hou/e to Honſe: Till this 
is done, and that in good Earneſt, the Methodifs will 
be little better than other People. 

Can we find a better Method of doing this than 
Mr Baxter's ? If not, let us adopt it without Delay. 


His whole Tract, intitled, Gilda: Salvianus, is well 
worth 
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worth a careful Peruſal. A ſhort Extract from it I 
have ſubjoined. Speaking of this viſiting from Houſe 
to Houſe, he ſays, page 351. 

« We ſhall find many Difficulties both in ourſelves 
and in the People, 

1. In ourſelves there is much Dulneſs and Lazineſs: 
So that there will be much ado to get us to be faithful 
in the Work. : : 

2. We have alſo a baſe Man- pleaſing Temper, 
which makes us let Men periſh, rather than loſe their 
Love, and let them go quietly to Hell, leſt we ſhould 
anger them. 

3. Some of us have alſo a fooliſh Baſhfulneſs, We 
know not how to begin, or to ſpeak plain. We bluſh 
to ſpeak for Chriſt, or to contradict the Devil, or to 
ſave a Soul. 

4. Our Intereſt tops our Mouths, and makes us un- 
faithful in the Work of Chriſt, 

5. But the greateſt Hindrance is, Weakneſs of Faith: 
So our whole Motion is weak, becauſe the Spring of 
it is weak. 

6. Laſtly, We are unſkilful in the Work. How 
few know how to deal with Men, ſo as to get within 
them, to win upon them, and ſuit all our Diſcourſe to 
their ſeveral Conditions and Tempers ; to chooſe the 
fitteſt Subjecis, and follow them with an holy Mixture 


of Seriouſneſs, and Terror, and Love, and Meeckneſs, 


and evangelical Allurements ? ” | 
Aud we have as many Difficulties to grapple with 
in our People 
1. Too many of them will be unwilling to be taught, 
til: we conquer their Petverſeneſs by the Force of Rea- 
ſon, and the Power of Love. 


2. And many are ſo dull, that they will ſhun being 


taught, for ſear of ſhewing their Dulneſs. And indeed 
you will find it extremely hard to make them under- 
ſtand the very plaineſt Points. 

3. And it is ſtill harder, to fix things on their Heart, 
without which all our Labour is loſt. If you have not 
therefore great Seriouſneſs and Fervency, what Good 
AS can 
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( 1 ) 
can you expect? And when all is done, it is the Spirit 
of Grace, he alone, who muſt do the Work. 

4. And when we have made ſome Impreſſions upon 
their Hearts, if we look not after them, they will ſoon 
die away. 

But as great as this Labour f Inſtruction is, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary. For aſter all our preaching. 
many of our People are almoſt as ignorant as if they 
had never heard the Goſpel. I ſtady to ſpeak as plain 
as I can; yet I frequently meet with thoſe who have 
been my Hearers for many Years, who know not, whe- 
ther Chriſt be God or Man; or, that Infants have any 
Original Sin. And how few are there, that know the 
Nature of Repentance, Faith and Holineſs? Moſt of 
them have a Sort of Confidence, that Chriſt will juſtify 
and ſave them, while the World has their Hearts, and 
they live to themſelves. And I have found by Expe- 
rience, that one of theſe has learned more from an 
Hour's cloſe Diſcourſe, than from ten Years public 
Preaching. 

And undoubtedly this private Application is implied 
in thoſe ſolemn Words of the Apoſtle; / charge thee 
before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, who ſhall judge 
the Duick and the Dead at his Appearing, preach the 
Mord, be inflant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon ; reprove, re- 
Buke, exhort, with all Long-fuffering and Doctrine. 

This is likewiſe neceſſary to the greater Glory of 
God, by the fuller Succeſs of the Goſpel. O Brethren, 
if we could generally ſet this Work on foot in all our 
Societies, and proſecute it ſkilfully and zealouſly, what 
Glory would redound to God thereby ? If the common 
Ignorance were thus baniſhed, and our Vanity and 
Idleneſs turned into the Study of the Way of Life, and 
every Shop and every Houſe buſied in ſpeaking of the 
Word and Works of God : Surely God would dwell 
in our Habitations, and make them his Delight. 

And this is neceſſaty to the Welfare ef our People, 
many of whom neither believe nor repent to this Day. 
Look round about, and ſee how many of them are ſtill 
in apparent Danger of Damnation ! And how can — 
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. 
walk, and talk, and be merry with ſuch People, when 
you know their Caſe ? Methinks when you look them 


in the Face, you ſhould break forth into Tears, as the - 


Prophet did when he looked upon Hazael, and then ſet 
on them with the moſt vehement and importunate Ex- 
h rtations. O then for Gov's ſake, and for the ſake of 
poor Souls, beltir yourſelves, and ſfare no Pains that 
may conduce to their Salvation! 

What Cauſe have we to bleed before the Lord this 
Day, that have fo long negleRed this great and good 


Work? That have been Preachers ſo many Years, and 


have done fo little by perſonal inſtruQtions for the ſaving 
o Mens Soul- ? If we had but ſet on this Work ſooner, 
how many more might have been brought to Chriſt ? 
and how much holier and happier might we have made 
v9r Societies before now ? And why might we not have 


done it ſooner? There were many Hindrances in the 


Way: And ſo there are ſtill, and always will be. But 
the greateſt Hindrance was in ourſelves, in our Dul- 
veils, and Litt'eneſs of Faith and Love. O that Gop 
would throu zhly humble us, and cauſe us to bewail 
our own Negletts; that we may not think it enough 
to lament the Sins of others, while we overlook our 
own ! 
But it is objected. I. This Courſe will take up ſo 
much Time, that we ſhall have no Time to follow our 
Studies, | 

| anſwer, 1. Gainiag Knowledge is a good Thing ; 
but ſaving Souls is a better. 2. By this very Thing 
you will gain the moſt excellent Knowledge of Gop and 
Eternity. 3. But you will have abundant ] ime for 
gaining other Knowledge too, if you ſpend all your 
Mornings therein. Only fleep not more than you need; 
talk not more than you need ; and never be idle, nor 
trifliogly employed But, 4. If you can do but one, 
either follow your Studies, or inſtru the Ignorant. 
Let your Studies alone; I would throw by all the Li- 
hraries in the World, rather than be guilty of the Per- 
dition of one Soul. , 
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It is abjefed, II. The People will not ſubmit to 
% it.” If ſome do not, others will gladly. And the 
Succeſs with them may be ſo much as to repay all 
our Labour. O let us herein follow the Example of 
St Paul. 1, For our general Buſineſs, Serving the Lord 
with all Humility of Mind, 2. Our ſpecial Work, Take 
beed to yourſelves, and to all the Flock. 3 Our Doctrine, 
Repentance toward God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 4. The Place and Manner of Teaching, J 
have taught you publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe. 
The Object and internal Manner, I cea/ed not to warn 
every ore, Night and Day, with Tears, This it is that 
malt win Sou!s and preſerve them. 6. His Innocency 
and Self denial for the Advantage of the Goſpel, / 
have coveted no Man's Silver or Geld. 7. His Patience, 
Neither count 1 my Lift dear unto myſelf. And among 
all our Motives, theſe ſhould be ever before our Eyes : 
1. The Church of God, which be hath purchaſed with his 
onrn Blood, 2. Grievous Wolves ſhall enter in: yea, of 
your ownſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpcaking perverſe Things, 
Write all this upon your Hearts, and it will do you 
more Good than twenty Years ſtudy of lower Things. 
We may, 1. Every Preacher, take an exact Catalogue 
of thoſe in Society, from one End of each Town to the 
other. 2. Go to each Houſe, and give, with ſuitable 
Exhortation and Direction, the Inſtructions for Chil- 
„ dren.” 43. Be ſure to deal gently with them, and 
take off a'l Diſcouragements as effeuaily as you can. 
See that the Children get theſe by Heart. Adviſe the 
grown Perſons to ſee that they underfland them. And 
enlarge upon and apply every Sentence as cloſely as 
you can- And let your Dealing with thoſe you begin 
with, be ſo gentle, winning and convincing, that the 
Report of it, may move others to defire your coming. 
True, it is far eaſier to preach a good Sermon, than to 
inſtru the Ignorant in the Principles of Religion, And 
as much as this Work is deſpiſed by ſome, 1 doubt not 
but it will try the Parts and Spirits of us all. So Arch- 
biſhop er; Great Scholars may think it beneath 
them to ſpend their Time in teaching the firſt Prin- 
| « ciples 
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« ciples of the Doctrine of Chriſt. But they ſhould 
« conſider, that the laying the Foundation ſkilfully, as 
« jt is the Matter of greateſt Importance in the whole 
« Building, fo it is the Mafter - piece of the wiſeſt 
«« Builder: According to the Grace of God, which is given 
« unto me, as a wiſe Mafter-Build:r, I have lid the 
« Founlation, ſaith the great Apoſtle. And let the 
« wiſeſt of us all try whenever we pleaſe, we ſhall find, 
« that to lay this Ground-work rightly, to make an 
„ignorant Man underſtand the Grounds of Religion, 
« will put us to the Trial of all our Skill.“ 

Perhaps in doing this, it may be well, | 

« 1. After a few loving Words ſpoken to all in the 

Houſe, to take each Perſon ſingly into another Room, 
where you may deal cloſely with them, about their Sin 
and Miſery and Duty. Set theſe home, or you loſe 
all your Labour. At leaſt let none be preſent but thoſe 
who are quite familiar with each other. 

2. Hear what the Children have learned by Heart. 

3. Chooſe ſome of the weightieſt Points, and try by 
farther Queſtions how they underſtand them. As, 
«+ Do you believe you have Sin in you? That you was 
born in Sin? What does Sin deſerve? What Remedy 
„ has God provided for guilty, helpleſs Sinners ? 

4. Often with the Quettion, ſuggeit the Anſwer. As, 
« What is Repentance?” Sorrow for Sin, or a Con- 
viction that we are guilty, helpleſs Sinners? “ What is 
„Faith?“ A divine Conviction of Things not ſeen, 

5. Where you 2 they do not underſtand the 
Streſs of your Quettion, you muſt lead them into it by 
other Queſtions. So I have aſked ſome, How do 
„% you think your many and great Sins will be par- 
doned ?” They anſwer, ** By repenting and mending 
* my Life,” and never mention Chriſt, I aſk farther, 
*« But do you think your Amendment will make Satis- 
faction for your paſt Sins ?” They will anſwer, © We 
* hope ſo, orelſe we know not what will.” One 
would think now, theſe had no Knowledge of Chriſt 
at all. And indeed, ſome have net. But others have, 
and give ſuch Anſwers only becauſe they do not under- 
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ſtand the Scope of the Queſtion. Aſk them farther, 
% Can you be ſaved without the Death of Chriſt ? 
They immediately ſay, No.” And if you aſk, 
« What has he done or ſuffered for you?“ They will 
ſay. He ſhed his Blood for us,” and profeſs, *| they 
« truſt in That for Salvation.” But many cannot ex- 
preis even what t!:2y have ſome Conception of, nay, 
can ſcarce learn, when Exprefſions are put into their 
Mouths. With theſe you are to deal exceeding ten- 
derly, leſt they be diſcouraged. 

6. If you perceive them troubled that they cannot 
anſwer, ſtep in yourſelf, and take the Burden off them: 
Anſwering that Quettion yourſ:If; and then do it 
throughly and plainly, and make a full Explication of 
the whole Buſineſs to them. 

7. Thus, when you have tried their Knowledge, 

proceed to inſtruct them yourſelf, according to ther 
ſeverel Capacities. If a Man underſtand the Funda- 
mentals, fall on what you perceive he moſt needs, 
either explaining further ſome Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
or ſome Duty, or ſhewing the Neceſſity of ſomething 
he neglects, as may be moſt edifying to him, If it be 
one that is groſly ignorant, give him a ſhort Recital 
of the Chriſtian Religion in the plaineit Words. And 
if you perceive he underſtands not, go over it again 
till he dces, and if poſlible fix it in his Memory. 

8. Next, inquire into his State, whether convinced, 
or unconvinced, converted or unconverted. Tell him, 
if need be, what Conve: ſion is. And then renew and 
inforce the Inquiry. 

9. If you perceive he is unconverted, your next Bu- 
fine's is, to labour with all your Skill and Power, to 
bring his Heart to a Senſe of his Condition. Set this 
home with a more earneſt Voice than you ſpoke before; 
for if you get not to the Heart, you do nothing. 

10. Conclude all with a ſtrong Exhortation, which 
ſhould contain two Parts; 1. The Duty of the Heart, 
in order to receive Chriſt ; 2. The avoiding former Sins, 
and conſtantly uſing the outward Mears And here 


beſure, if you can, to get their Promiſe, to forſake Sin, 
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change their Company, and uſe Means. And do this 
ſolemnly; reminding them of the Preſence of Goo, 
that hears their Promiſes, and will expect the Per- 
formance. 

11. Before you leave them, engage the Head of 
each Family, to call all his Family every Sunday, be- 
fore they go to Bed, and hear what they can rehearſe, 
and fo continue, till they have learned the InsTRUc- 
TIoNns perfealy. And afterwards take care, that they 
do not forget what they had learned. 

12. Speak differently, according to the Difference of 
them you have to deal with, as they are dull and obſti- 
nate, or timorous and tender. Be as plain as poſſible 
to thoſe of weak Capacities, and give them Scripture- 
Proof for all you ſay. 


Q. 18. How ſhall we prevent improper Perſons from 
inſinuating themſelves into the Society? 

A. 1. Give Tickeis to none till they are recommended 
by a Leader, with whom they have met three Months 
on Trial: N 

2. Give Notes to none but thoſe who are recom- 
mended by one you know, or till they have met three 
or four Times in a Claſs : , 

3. Give them the Rules the firſt Time they meet. 


Q. 19. How can we add a proper Solemnity to the 
Admifhon of new Members? 

A. 1. In all large Towns, admit new Members into 
the Bands only at the Quarterly Love-Feaſt, following 
the Viſitation : 2. Read the Names of the Men to be 
admitted the Week before: 3. Admit into the Society, 
only on the Sunday following the Quarterly Viſitation : 
4. Read the Names of thoſe to be admitted, on the 
Sunday Evening before: 5. Then alſo let the Names 
of thoſe be read, who are excluded from the Society. 


Q. 20. Should we infiſt every where on the Band- 
Rules ? Particularly, that relating to Ruffles? 
A. By all Means. This is no Time to give any En- 


couragement to Superfluity of Apparel. Therefore 


give 


— —— — 
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give no Band-Tickets to any in England, Scotland, or 
Jreland, till they hawe left them off. 

In order to this, 1. Read in every Society the 
« Thoughts concerning Dreſs.” 2. In viſiting. the 
Claſſes, be very mild, but very ſtrict, 3. Allow no 
exempt Caſe, not even of a married Woman : Better 
one fuif:r than many. 

To encourage meeting in Pand. 1. In every large 
Society, have a Love- Feaſt quarterly for the Bands 
only: 2. Never fail to meet them apart from the So- 
Ciety, once a Week: 3. Exhort all Believers to em- 
brace the Advantage: 4. Give a Band- Ticket to 
none till they have met a Quarter on Trial. 


Q. 21. Have thoſe in Band left off Snuff and Drams? 

A. No. Many are ſtill inſlaved to one or the other. 
In order to redreſs this, 1. Let no Preacher touch 
either on any Account: 2. Strongly diſſuade our 
People from them: 3. Anſwer their Pretences, par- 
2 thoſe of curing the Cholic, or helping Di- 
geſtion. 


Q 22. Do we obſerve any Evil which has lately 
prevailed among our Societies? 

A. Many of our Members have lately married with 
Unbelievers, even ſuch as were wholly unawakened. 
And this has been attended with fatal Conſequences, 
Few of theſe have gained the unbelieving Wife or 
Huſband. Generaily they have themſelves either had 
an heavy Croſs for Life, or intirely fallen back into 
the World. 

Q. 23. What can be done to put a Stop to this ? 

A. 1. Let every Preacher take Occaſion publickly to 
inſorce the Apoſtle's Caution, Be ye not unegualiy yoked 
ewvith Unbeliewers. 

2. Let it be openly declared in every Place, That 
he who acts contrary to this, will be expelled the So- 


ciety : 
3. When any ſuch is expelled, let an Exhortation 


be ſubjoined, difluading others from following that bad 
Example: 
4. And 
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4. And let all be exhorted, to take no Step in 1. 
weighty a Matter, without firſt adviſing with the mot 


ſerious of his Brethren. | 


. 24. Ought any Woman to marry without the 
ces bes Parents ? fk 
A. In general, ſhe ought not. Vet there may be an 
Exception. For if, 1. A Woman be under a Neceffity 
of marrying: If, 2. Her Parents abſolutely refuſe to 
let her marry any Chriſtian : then ſhe may, nay ought 
to marry without their Conſent. Yet even then a Me. 
thodiſt-Preacher ought not to marry her. ... <0) 


Q. 25. Do not Sabbath-breaking, Dram-drinking, 
Evil-ſpeaking, Unprofitable Converſation, Lightneſs, 
Gaiety or Expenſiveneſs of Apparel, and contractin 
Debts without ſufficient Care to diſcharge them, ſtil 
prevail in ſeveral Places? What Method can we tabe 
to remove theſe Evils? . 

A. 1. Let us preach expreſly and ftrongly on each 
of theſe Heads: 2. Read the Sermon upon Evil- 
ſpeaking, in every Society: 3. Let the Leaders clfely 
examine, and exhort every Perſon to put away the ac= 
curſed Thing: 4. Let the Preacher warn the Society 
in every Place, that none who is hereafter guilty can 
remain with us: 5. In order to give them clearer 
Views of the Evil of theſe Things, let every Preacher 
recommend to every Society, and that frequently and 
earneſtly, the Reading the Books we have publiſhed, 
22 to any other. And when any new Book is 
ent to any Place, let him ſpeak of it in the — — | 

egation: 6. Extirpate ſmuggling, buying or ſellin 
— Goods, Lon of —— — Particularly 
in Cornwel, and in all Sea-port Towns. Let no Perſon 
remain with us, who will not totally abſtain from 
every Kind and Degree of it: And after admoniſhing 
him, ſilence every Local Preacher who ſpeaks in De- 
fence of it. Speak tenderly, but earneſtly and fre- 
quently of it, in every Society near the Coaſts: And 
read to them and diſperle diligently among them The 
„Word to a Smuggler,” 7. Extirpate Bribery, re- 
ceiving 


6 

eciving any Thing, directly or indirectiy, for voting in 
any Election. Shew no Reſpect of Perſons herein, but 
expel all who touch the accurſed Thing, Let this be 
particularly. obſerved at Grimſby and St Toes. Largely 
ſhew in every Society the Wickedneſs of thus ſelling 
our Country. Do the fame Thog in private Conver- 
ſation. And read every where The Word to a Free- 
holder,“ and diſperſe it with both Hands: and in 
public and private inlarge on Oeconomy, as a Branch 
of Religion, | 


Q. 26. What ſhall we do to prevent Scandal, when 
any of our Members become Bankrupt? . 1 8 

A. Let two of the principal Members of the Society 
be deputed to examine his Accounts. And if he has 
not kept fair Accounts, or has been concerned in that 
baſe Practice of raiſing Money by coining Notes (com- 
monly called he Bi/l-trade) let bim be immediately 
expelled the Society, 


count, 


Q. 28. In what View may we and our Helpers be 
conſidered ? 6 

A. Perhaps as extraordinary Meſſengers, deſigned 
by Goo to provoke others to Jealouſy. 


Q. 29. What is the Office of an He/per ? 
A. In the Abſence of a Miniſter, to feed and guide 
the Flock : In particular, SOR | 


1. To expound every Morning and Evening: (But 


N. B. He is never, in any Place, to begin later in the 
Evening than Seven o'Clock, except in Harveſt-time.) 


2. To meet the United Society, the Bands, the Se- 
le& Society, and the Penitents every Week: And, 

3. To receive on Trial for the Society and Bands, 
and to put the Diſorderly back on Trial : 

4. To meet the Leaders of the Bands and Claſſes 
Weekly, and the Stewards, and to overlook their Ac- 


Let 


counts, F 


27. What is the Office of a Chriſtian Miniſter ?* - 
To watch over Souls, as he that moſt give Ac ; 
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Let every Preacher be particularly exact in the Morne 
ing Preaching, and meeting the Leaders. 


Q. 30. What are the Rules of an Helper? : 
A. 1. Be _— Never be unemployed a Mo- 
ment. Never be triflingly employed. Never while 
away Time: Neither ſpend any more Time at any 
Place than is ſtrictly neceſſary. | 
2. Be ſerious. Let your Motto be, Hor 1nsss To 
THE Load. Avoid all Lightneſs, Jeſting and fooliſh. 


| Talking. 


3. Converſe ſparingly and cautiouſly with Women: 
Particularly with young Women in private. % 
4. Take no Step toward Marriage, without firſt ac- 
quainting us with your Deſign. 1597 
c, Believe Evil of no one: Unleſs you ſee it done, 
take heed how you credit it. Put the beſt Conſtruction 


on every Thing. You know the Judge is always ſup- 


ſed to be on the Priſoner's Side. | 

6. Speak Evil of no one: Eife your Word eſpecially 
would eat as doth a Canker. Keep your Thoughts 
within your own Breaſt, till you come to the Perſon 
concerned, | 

7. Tell every one what you think wrong in him, and 
that plainly, and as ſoon as may be, elſe it will feſter 
in your Heart. Make all haſte to caſt the Fire out of 
your Boſom. | 

8. Do not affect the Gentleman. You have no more 
to do with this Character, than with that of a Dancing- 
_ A Preacher of the Goſpel is the Servant of 
ail, / 

9. Be aſhamed of nothing but Sin : Not of fetching 
Wood (if Time permit) or of drawing Water ; not of 
cleaning your own Shoes, or your Neighbours. 

10. Be punctual. Do every Thing exactly at the 
Time. And in general, do not mend our Rules, but 
keep them: not for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. 

11. You have nothing to do but to ſave Souls. 
Therefore ſpend and be ſpent in this Work. And go 

always, 


20. ) 
always, not only to thoſe that want you, but to thole 
that. want you moſt. 

12. Act in all Things, not according to your own 
Will, but as a Son in the Goſpel. As ſuch, it is your Part 
to employ your Time in the Manner which we direct: 
partly in Preaching and Viſiting from Houſe to Houſe; 
partly in Reading, Meditation and Prayer : Above all, 
if you labour with us in our Lord's Vineyard, it is 
needful that you ſhould do that Part of the Work 
which we adviſe, at tho/e Times and Places, which we 
judge moſt for his Glory. 


Q. 31. What general Method of employing our 
Time would you adviſe us to ? 

A. We adviſe you, 1. As often as poſſible to riſe at 
Four. 2. From Four to Five in the Morning, and 
from Five to Six in the Evening, to meditate, pray and 
read, partly the Sciipture with the Notes, partly the 
cloſely practical Parts of what we have publiſhed. 3. 
From Six in the Morning to Twelve (allowing an Hour 
for Breakfaſt) to read in order, with much Prayer, 
Biſſbp Pear/on on the Creed, Mr Boehm's and Na/jon's 
Sermons ; and the other Books which we have publiſhed 
in Proſe or Verſe, 


Q. 32. Should our Helpers follow Trades? 

AJ. This is an important Queſtion ; Therefore it will 
be proper to conſider it throughly. The Queſtion is 
not, whether they may occaſionally Work with their 
Hands, as St Paul did: But whether it be proper for 
them to keep Shop and follow Merchandize. Of thoſe 
who do ſo at preſent it may be obſerved, they are un- 
queſtionably upright Men. They are Men of conſi- 
derable Gifts, We ſee the Fruit of their Labour, and 
they have a large Share in the Eſteem and Love of the 
People. All this pleads on their Side, and cannot but 
give us a Prejudice in their Favour. Three of theſe 
urge Neceſſity for doing this: One that he may help 
his aged Father ; another that he may maintain his 


Wife; a Third that he may keep his Children; aF _ 
oes 
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3 
does not plead any Neceſſity, but a Deſire of doing more 
Good. One anſwered J. O. If you cannot help 
« your Father without trading, and if the Societies 
« either cannot or will not, I will allow him what you 
« allow him now. So this Neceflity is at an End.“ 
To Ja. O. it was anſwered, © Your Wife wants nothing 
« yet. It is not likely ſhe ever will. You have Mo- 
« ney beforehand, So your Neceſſity is not yet begun.“ 
To R. R. ** You do not want now. When you do 
« want any thing for your Children, you ſhall have it. 
« So here is no Neceſſity. 

As to the ſecond Plea, doing more Good, it was in- 
quired, Is it not doing Evil that Good may come ? Ts 


| not the Thing in Queſtion both Evil in itſelf (for us) 


and Evil in its er wr Firft, Is it not (with 
regard to Travelling Preachers) Evil in itſelf? Is it 
well confiſtent with that Scripture, 2 Tim. ii. 4. No Man 
that auarreth, (takes on him the Profeſſion of a Soldier, 
as we eminently do) entang/eth himſelf avith the A Fair, 
of this Life ; plainly referring to the Roman Law, which 
abſolutely forbad any Soldier to follow any other Pro- 
feſſion. Is it well conſiſtent with that Word, Give At- 
tendance to Reading, to Exhortation, to Teaching: Meai- 


| tate on theſe Things, give thyſelf wholly to them? 1Tim. iv. 


13, 15. Can we be ſaid to give ourſelves wholly to 


_ theſe Things, if we follow another Profeſſion ? Does 


not our Church, in her Office of Ordination, require 


every Miniſter to do this? If they do not, the more 


Shame for them. But this plainly ſhews, what both 
they and we ought to do. Ve indeed more particularly; 
becauſe Gob has called us to provoke them to Jealouſy, 
to ſupply their Lack of Service to the Sheep that are as 
without Shepherds, and to ſpend and be ſpent therein. 
We above all; becauſe every Travelling Preacher ſo- 
lemnly profeſſes to have nothing elſe to do, and receives 
his little Allowance for this very End, that he may not 
need to do any Thing elſe, that he may not be en- 
tangled in the 'Things of this Life ; but may give him- 
ſelf wholly to theſe Things? 

Secondly, 


( 22 ) 

Secondly, Is it not Evil in its Conſequences ? Hare 
not ſome ill Conſequences appeared already? And is 
there not the greateſt Reaſon to apprehend that ſtil 
worſe would follow? We are concerned to give no Of. 
fence, either to [ew or Gentile, or to the Church of 
Gop. But this has already offended, not only many 
of the World, but many of our own Brethren. Many 
of the Preachers in particular have been much grieved: 
Yea and thoſe moſt, who were moſt alive to Gov. 
Now * the Beginning of Offence, is as when one letteth 
out Water: Who can gather it up again?“ They are 
—— the more, becauſe they apprehend this would 
e an increaſing Evil. For where will it ſtop ? If one 
Preacher follows Trade, ſo may Twenty ; ſo may every 
one. And if any of them trade a little, why not ever 
ſo much ? Who can fix how far he ſhould go ? There. 
fore we adviſe our Brethren who have been concerned 
herein, to give up all, and attend to the one Buſinels, 
And we doubt not but Gop will recompenſe them an 


hundred Fold, even in this World, as well as in the 


World to come. 
It is true, this cannot be done on a ſudden, But it 


may between this and the next Conference, And even 
as to the Drops that many ſold, if their Wives ſell then 
at Home, well : But it is not proper for any Preacher 
to hawk them about. It has a bad Appearance. | 
does not well ſuit the Dignity of his Calling. 

Two Years after, it was agreed by all our Brethren, 
that no Preacher who will not relinquiſh his Trade ot 
buying and ſelling, or of making and vending Pills 
Drops, Balſams, or Medicines of any Kind, ſhall 
be conſidered as a Travelling Preacher any longer: 
And that it ſha!l be demanded of all thoſe Preacher, 
| who have traded in Cloth, Hardware, Pills, Drops, 
Balſams, or Medicines of any Kind, at the next Con- 
ference, whether they have intirely left it off, or not? 


Q. 33. Why is it, chat the People under our Cats 
are no better ? 
A. Other 
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A. Other Reaſons may concur ; but che Chief is, 
becauſe we are not more 4nowing and more holy. 


Q. 34. But why are we not more 4nowwing ? 

A. Becauſe we are idle. We forget the very firſt 
Rule, Be diligent. Never be unemployed a Mo- 
« ment. Never be triflingly employed. Never while 
« away Time: Neither ſpend any more Time at any 
«« Place than is ſtrictly neceſſary.” 

I fear there is altogether a Fault in this Matter ; and 
that few of us are clear. Which of you ſpends as many 
Hours a Day, in God's Work, as you did formerly in 
Man's Wark 2 We talk, talk — or read Hiſtory, or 
what comes next to hand, 

We muſt, abſolutely muſt, cure this Evil, or give up 
the whole Work. 

But how? 1. Read the mf v/e/u/ Books, and that 
regularly and conſtantly, Steadily ſpend all the Morn- 
ing in this Employ, or at leaſt five Hours in Twenty- 
our, 

„But I read on/y the Bible.” Then you ought to 
teach others to read only the Bible, and by Parity of 
Reaſon, to hear only the Bible. But if ſo, you need 
preach no more. Juſt ſo ſaid George Bell. And what is 
the Fruit? Why now, he neither reads the Bible, nor 
any Thing elſe, | | 

This is rank Enthuſiaſm. If you need no Book but 
the Bible, you are got above St Paul. He wanted 
others too. Bring the Books, ſays he, but eſpecially the 
Parchments, thoſe wrote on Parchment. 

„% But I have no Taſte for Reading.“ Contract a 
Taſte for it by Uſe, or return to your rade. 

« But different Men have different Taſtes.” There- 
fore ſome may read leſs than others; but none ſhould 
read leſs than this. 

« But I have no Books.” I will give each of you, 
as faſt as you will read them, Books to the Value of 
Five Pounds, And I deſire the Aſſiſtants will take care, 
that all the large Societies provide The Chriſtian Library, 
for the Uſe of the Preachers, 


2. In 
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2. In the Afternoon follow Mr Baxter's Plan. Then 
ou will have no Time to ſpare : None for learni 

Latin, or Greek, or Hebrew: You will have Wor 
enough for all your Time. Then likewiſe no Preacher 
will ſlay with us who is as Salt that has loſt its Savour, 
For to ſuch, this Employment would be mere Drudgery. 
And in order to it, you will have need of all the Know- 
ledge you can procure. 

The Sum is. Go into every Houſe in courſe, and 
teach every one therein, Young and Old, if they belong 
to us, to be Chriſtians, inwardly and outwardly. 

Make every Particular plain to their Underſtanding. 
Fix it in their Memory. Write it on their Heart. 18 
order to this, there muſt be Line upon Line, Precept upon 
Precepßt. I remember to have heard my Father aſking 
my Mother, © How could you have the Patience, to 
«+ tell that Blockhead the ſame Thing, Twenty times 
« over?” She anſwered, «+ Why, if I had told him 
« but Nineteen times, I ſhould have loft all my Labour,” 
What Patience indeed, what Love, what Knowledge 
is requiſite for this ? 


Q. 34. In what Method ſhould we inſtru them? 
A. Read, explain, inforce, 

1. The Rules of the Society: 

2. Inſtructions for Children: 

3. The fourth Volume of Sermons: 

4. Philip Henry's Method of Family Prayer. 

Over and above: Where there are Ten Children in 
a Society, ſpend at leaſt an Hour with them Twice a 
Week. And do this, not in a dull, dry, formal Man- 
ner, but in earneſt, with your Might. 

« But I have no Gift for this. Gift or no Gift, 
you are to do it, elſe you are not called to be a Me- 
thodiſt-Preacher. Do it as you can, till you can do 
it as you would. Pray earneſtly for the Gift, and uſe 
the Means for it; particularly ſtudying the Childrens 
Tracts. 

Q. 35. Why are not we more Holy? Why do not 


wwe live in Eternity? Walk with Gop all the Day _ 
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Vhy are we not all devoted to God ? Breathing the 
hole Spirit of Miſſzonaries ? 

4. Becauſe we are Enthufiaſts: Looking for the 
?nd, without uſing the Means. 

In order to be thoroughly convinced of this, we 
heed only conſider the firſt Minutes, p. 12, 12, 5) 
ach examine himſelf upon each Article 

To touch only upon two or three Inttance>, 

Do jon riſe at Four? Or even at Five, whea 9 
not preach ? 

Do you faſt once a Week? Once a Month? Do 
you know the Obligation, or Benefit of it ? 

Do you recommend the Five o'Clock Hour for 
Private-Prayer? Do you obſerve it? Do not you 
find that any time is no time? | 

O let us all fir up the Gift of God that is in us ! Let 
vs no more les, as do others: But whatſoever our 
land findeth to do, let us do it with our might ! 


Q. 35. Who is the 4/i/lant ? 

A. That Preacher in each Circuit, who is appoint- 
from Time to Time to take Charge of the Socie- 
ties, and the other Preachers therein. 


Q. 37. How ſhould an Aſſiſtant be qualified for 
this Charge ? 

4. By walking cloſely with God, and having his 
Work greatly at Heart; by underitanding and loving 
Diſcipline, ours in particular; and by loving the 
Church of England, and reſolving not to ſeparate from 
i. 

Q. 38. What is the Buſineſs of an Aſſiſtant? 

A. 1. To ſee that the other Preachers in his Circuit 
behave well, and want nothing: 2. To viſit the Claſſes 
quarterly in each Place, regulate the Bands, and de- 
liver new Tickets: 3. To keep Watch- nights and 
Love-feaſts: 4. To take in, or put out of the Bands or 
Society. 5. To hold Quarterly Meetings; and therein 
diligently to inquire both into the Spiritual and Tem- 
poral State of each Society. 6. To take care that 
every Society be duly ſupplied with Books, and that 
the Money for them be W returned. 7. To 


ſend 


(„ 


ſend from every Quarterly Meeting a circumſtantia 
Account to Lenden of every remarkable Converſion, 
and of every one who dies in the Triumph of Faith, 


ried ; 
even 


8. To take exact Liſts of his Societies every. Faſt, _=_ 
and bring them to the next Conference. 9. To meet 2 
the married Men, the married Women, the ſingle Men, 3 
and the ſingle Women, in the large Societies once: * 
Quarter. 10. To fee that every Society have a pri. , 
vate Room, and a Set of the Library for the Helper, 
and, 11. To travel with me, if required, once a Year, Ba . 
thro' the Societies in his Circuit. | * 
Q. 39. Ought we to inſiſt upon our Rule, that ng —.— 
Preacher print any Thing without your Approbation! ey 
4. Undoubtedly. And whoever does it for the 8 
Time to come, cannot take it ill, if he is excluded 3 
from our Connection. Let every one take this Warn. When 
ing, and afterwards blame none but himſelf, good B 
Q. 40. But has the Office of an Aſſiſtant been tho- OE 
roughly executed ? 5 


A. No; not by one Aſſiſtaut out of three. For Wome! 
Inftance. Every Aſſiſtant ought, 1. To „ ſee that 6. Rye 
the other Preachers behave well.“ But who has ſent Tell th. 
me Word, whether they did or no? 2.“ To viſi 10 Low 
the Claſſes, regulate the Bands, and deliver Tickets I one Du 
quarterly.” How few have done this? 3. Love- WM the Cak 
feaſts for the Bands have been neglected. 4. Nor introduc 
have Perſons been regularly taken in, and put out fuſion. 
of the Bands. 5. I fear, many of the Quarterly Time, | 
Meetings are formal, not ſpiritual. 6. The Socie- another, 
ties are not half ſopplied with Books, not even with vho dei 
Kempis, Inflruftions fer Children, and Primitive Phyfic, Reaſons, 
which ought to be in every Houſe, And why ſhould they wil 
not each of you do like William Pennington ? Carry WW the Bear 
Books with you throngh every Round: Exert your- WW jjeye he 
ſelves in this. Be not aſhamed. Be not weary. every Pl 
Leave no Stone unturned. 7. How fey Accounts have Church 
I had, either of remarkable Deaths, or remarkable I aſk every 
Converſions ? 8. How few exact Lifts have we receiv- W you did! 
ed of the Societies? Take mare Time, and more Pains I alter Ave 


in preparing them. 9. Who of you has met the * 
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ried and fingle Men and Women once a Quarter, 
even in the largeſt Societies? 10. You have not 
provided a private Room every where for the Preacher : 
Nor a Bed to himſelf: Neither the Library, for want 
of which, ſome ſtill read Traſh. Till this can be done, 
let there be immediately in every Place, at leaſt the 
Notes, and the Tract on Original Sin, 


Q. 41. Are there any other Advices which you would 
give the Aſſiſtants ? 

A. Several. 1. Take a regular Catalogue of your 
Societies, as they live, in Houſe-row. 2. Leave your 
Succeſſor a particular Account of the State of the Cir- 
cuit. 3» See that every Band- leader have the Rules of 
them. 4. Vigorouſly but calmly inforce the Rules 
concerning Ruffles, Drams, Snuff, and Tobacco, 
When any Perſon is admitted into a Society, even 
good Breeding requires him to conform to the Rules 
of that Society. The ſame you ſhould inforce in Scot- 
land as England, The Scots will hear Reaſon as well 
as the Engliſh. 5. As ſoon as there are four Men or 
Women Believers in any Place, put them into a Band, 
b. Every where inſiſt on Decency and Cleanlineſs. 
Tell them Cleanlineſs is next to Godlineſs. 7. Suffer 
no Love-feaſt to laſt above an Hour and half; let not 
one Duty interfere with another, and ſtop all Breaking 
the Cake with one another. That filly Cuſtom was 
introduced by James Wheatley, and creates much Con- 
fuſion. And, 9. Inform all the People from Time to 
Time, that none ſhould remove from one Society to 
another, without a ſufficient Reaſon; and that thoſe 
who deſire to remove are to acquaint you with their 
Reaſons, and to have a Certificate in theſe Words (elſe 
they will not be received in other Societies.) © 4. B. 
the Bearer, is a Member of our Society in M, I be- 
lieve he has a ſufficient Cauſe for removing.“ 10. In 
every Place, exhort thoſe who were brought up in the 
Church to continue therein. And in viſiting the Claſſes, 
aſk every one, Do you go to Church as often as ever 
you did?“ Set the Example yourſelf: And immediately 
alter every Plan that interferes therewith : So that every 
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Preacher may attend the Church, at leaſt two Sundays 


out of four. 
Is there not a Cauſe? Are we not unawares by lit- 


tle and little ſliding into a Separation from the Church? 


O remove every tendency thereto with all Diligence. 


I, Let all our Preachers go to Church. 2. Let all 
the People go conſtantly ; and, 3. Receive the Sacra- 
ment at every Opportunity. 4. Warn all againſt 
Niceneſs in hearing, a great and prevailing Evil. 5, 
Warn them alſo againſt deſpiſing the Prayers of the 
Church, 6. Againit calling our Society a Church or 
the Church. 7. Againſt calling our Preachers Mini/er;, 
our Houſes Meeting- bouſes, (call them plain Preaching 
Houſes. 8. Do not licence them as ſuch: The proper 
Form of a Petition to the Judge or Juſtice is, © A. B. 
deſires to have his Houſe in C—, licenſed for public 
Worſhip.” 9. Do not licence yourſelf till you are 

conſtrained, and then not as a Diſſenter, but a Methodift 
Preacher, It is Time enough when you are proſecut- 
ed, to take the Oathes. And by ſo doing you are 


licenſed. 


Q. 42. But are we not Diſſenters? 

A. We are irregular, 1. By calling Sinners to Re- 
pentance, in a/l Places of God's Dominion. 2. By 
frequently uſing extemporary Prayer. Yet we are not 
Diſſenters in the only Senſe which our Law acknow- 
ledges: Namely, Perſons who believe it is finful to 
attend the Service of the Church : For we do attend 
it at all Opportunities. We will not, dare not ſeparate 
from the Church, for the Reaſons given ſeveral Years 
ago. We are not Seceders, nor do we bear any Re- 
ſemblance to them. We ſet out upon quite oppoſite 
Principles. The Seceders laid the very Foundation 
of their Work in judging and condemning Others. 
We laid the Foundation of our Work, in judging and 
condemning ourſelves, They begin every where, 
with ſhewing their Hearers, how fallen the Church and 
Miniſters are. We begin every where, with ſhewing 
our Hearers, how fallen they are them/elver. 


And 
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And as we are not Diſſenters from the Church now, 
ſo we will do nothing. willingly, which tends to a 
Separation from it. I herefoie let every Aſſiſtant im- 
mediately ſo order his Circuit, that no Preacher may 
be hindered from attending the Church, more than 
Two Sundays in the Month. Never make light of 
going to Church, either by Word or Deed. Remem- 
ber Mr. Hook, a. very eminent and zealous Pap'/. 
When I aſked him, ** Sir, What do you for Public 
Worſnip here, where you have no Romiſs Sermon?“ 
He anſwered, <** Sir, I am ſo fully convinced, it is 
the Duty of every Man to worſhip God in Public, 
that I go to Church every Sunday. If | cannot have 
ſuch Worſhip as I would, I will have ſuch Worſhip 
3s | can,” 

But ſome may ſay, © Our own Service is Public 
Worſhip,” Yes, in a Senſe: But not ſuch as ſuper- 
ſedes the Chuich Service. We never deſigned it 
ſhould : We have an hundred Times profeſſed the 
contrary, It preſuppoſes Public Prayer, like the Ser- 
mons at the Univerſity. Therefore I have over and 
over adviſed, ** Uſe no long Prayer, either before or 
after Sermon.“ Therefore I myſelf frequently uſa 
only a Collect, and never inlarge in. Prayer, unleſs at 
Interceſſion, or on a Watch-night, or on ſome extra- 
ordinary Occaſion. 0 

It it were deſigned to be inſtead of Church Service 
it would be eſſentially defective. For it ſeldom has 
the four Grand Parts of Public Prayer, Deprecation, 
Petition, Interceſſion and Thankſgiving. Neither is 
it, even on the Lord's Day, concluded with the Lord's 
Supper. 

The Hour for it on that Day, unleſs where there 
is ſome peculiar Reaſon for a Variation, ſhould be 
hve in the Morning as well as in the Evening, Why 
ſhould we make God's Day the ſhorteſt of the ſeven ? 

But if the People put ours in the room of the Church 
Service, we hurt them that ſtay with us, and ruin 
them that leave us, For then they will go no where 
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but lounge the Sabbath away, without any Public 
Worſhip at all. 

I adviſe therefore all the Me1hodifts in England and 
Ireland, who have been brought up in the Church, 


conſtantly to attend the Service of the Church, at leaft 
every Lord's Day. 


Q. 43. Are all our Preachers merciful to their Beaſts ? 

A. Perhaps not, Every one ought not only to ride 
n oderately, but alſo to ſee with his own Eyes his 
Horſe rubbed, fed and bedded. 


Q. 44. Do we ſufficiently watch over our Helpers ? 

A. We might conſider thoſe that are with us as 
cur Pupils: Into whoſe Behaviour and Studies we 
ſhould therefore make a particular Inquiry every Day. 

Should we not frequently aſk each, Do you walk 
cloſely, with God? Have you now Fellowſhip with 
the Father and the Son? At what Hour do you riſe ? 
Do you punRually obſerve the Morning and Evening 
Hour of Retirement? Do you ſpend the Day in the 
Manner which we adviſe? Do you read the Books 
v.c adviſe, and no other? Do you faſt as often as 
your Health will permit? Do you converſe ſeriouſly, 
uſefully and cloſely? Do you pray before, and have 
you a determinate End in every Converſation ? 

To be mo:e particular: 

Do you uſe all the Means of Grace yourſelf, and 

inforce the Uſe of them on all Perſons? 
They are either Iaſituted or Prudential, 

I. The Inſtituted are, 

1ſt, Prayer; Private, Family, Public: conſiſting 
of Deprecation, Petition, Interceſſion, Thankſgiving. 

Do you uſe each of theſe conſtantly (at ſet Times) 
and fervently ? 

Do you uſe Private Prayer every Morning and 
Evening? If you are your own Maſter, at Five in 
the Evening, and the Hour before or after Morn- 
ing Preaching ? 

Do you torecaſt wherever you are, how to ſecure 
theſe Hours? 


Do 


„ 
Do you avow it every where ? 
Are you reſolute herein? 
Do you call your Family together at Five ? | 
Do you aſk every where, 1. Have you Family Pray- 
er? 2. Do you retire at five o Clock? 
II. Searching the Scripture, by, 

1. Reading: conflant/y, ſome Part of every Day, 
and at all vacant Hours; regu/ar/y, all the New Teſ- 
tament (at leaſt) and the Leſſons for Children in or- 
der; carefully, with the Notes, ſeriouſly, deliberately, 
with much Prayer preceding, accompanying and 
following: fFruitfully, immediately practiſing what 

ou learn there ? 

What other Books do you read? Is it wiſe to read 
any, till you have read our Tracts, and the Chriſtian 
Library ? 

Do you' give the Morning to Reading, Writing 
and Prayer? 

2. Meditating: At ſet Times? How? By Biſhop 
Hall's, or Mr Baxter's Rule? How long ? 

3. Hearing : Conſtantly ? Every Morning ? 

Humbly ? Uncritically, devoutly ? 

Carefully? With Prayer before, at, after ? 

Fruitfully ? Immediately putting in Practice? 

Have you a New Teſtament always in your Pocket ? 

(See that the Notes are in every Society. Explain 
them to the Congregation.) 

III. The Loro's Supper. Do you uſe this. 

At every Opportunity? With due Preparation ? 
That is, with ſolemn Prayer? With careful Self-Exami- 
nation? With deep Repentance ſuited thereto ? With 
earneſt and deliberate Self devotion ? 

Do you in communicating 4i/cern the Loxy's Body? 

15 you afterward retire, not formally, but in ear- 
neſt ? 

IV. Faſting: God led us to this at Oxford, And 
he led all of you to it, when you firlt ſet out. 

How often do you faſt now? Lvery Friday? In 
what degree ? 

V. Chiiltian Conference. 
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Are we convinced, how important, and how dif. 
ficult it is to order our Converſation right? 

Is it always in Grace? Seaſoned with Salt? Meet 
to minifier Grace to the Hearers ? | 

Do we not converſe too long at a Time? Is not 
an Hour at a Time commonly enough ? 

Would it not be well to plan our Converſation be. 
ſort hend? To pray before and after it? 


II. Prudential Means we may uſe either as common 
Cr itions, as Methodiſts, as Preachers, or as Afiflants, 

1. As common Chriſtians, What particular Rules 
bave jou, for avoiding Evil? Doing Good? Grow. 
Ag in Grace? What Arts of holy Living? 

2. As Methodiſts; Do you never miſs any Meet. 
ing of the Society? Neither your Claſs, or Band ? 

3. As Preachers: Do you meet every Society 
Weekly ? Alſo the Leaders? and Bands, if any? 

Do you viſit the Sick? and the Well? Iyſtructing 
Maſters and Parents? And in all Relative Duties? 

4. As Aﬀiſtarts: Do you fill up and regulate the 
Bands wherever you come? Diligently inquire into 
the State of the Books, and do all you can to propa- 
gate them? Keep Watch-Nights once a Month? 
And Love-feaſts? With ore twice a Year, for all the 
Society ? | 

Do you viſit every Society once a Quaiter, and re- 
gulate all Things therein ? 

Do you take a regular Catalogue of your Societies 
at leaft once a Year ? 

Do you write me an Account of all the DefeQs of 
the common Preachers, which you cannot yourlſelt 
cure ? ; 

Theſe Means may be uſed without Fruit. Put 
there are ſome Means which cannot. Namely, 
Watching, Derying ourſelves, Taking up our Crols, 
Exerciſe of the Preſence of Gop. 

1. Do we ſteadily watch againſt the World, the 
Devil, Ourſelves? The beſetting Sin? 
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2. Do you deny yourſelves every uſeleſs Pleaſure 
of Senſe? Imagination? Honour? Are you tempe- 
rate in all Things? To take one Inſtance, in Food ? 
Do you uſe only that Kind and that Degree, which is 
beſt both for the Body and Soul? Do you ſee the Ne- 
ceſlity of this ? 

Do you eat no Fleſh Suppers? No late Suppers ? 
Theſe naturally tend to deſtroy bodily Health. 

Do you eat only Three Meals a Day? If Four, 
are you not an excellent Pattern to the Flock ? 

Do you take no more Food than 1s neceſſary at 
each Meal? You may know if you do, by a Load at 
your Stomach : by Drowſineſs, or Heavineſs : and in 
a while, by weak or bad Nerves. 

Do you uſe only that Kind, and that Degree of Drink 
which is beſt both for your Body and Soul ? 

Do you drink Water? Why not? Did you ever? 
Why did you leave it off? If not for Health, when 
will you begin again? To Day? 

How often do you drink Wine or Ale ? Every Day? 
Do you want or waſte it? 

3. Wherein do you tate wh your Creſi daily? Do 
you chearfully bear your Croſs (whatever is grievous to 
Nature) as a Gift of God, and labour to profit thereby? 

4. Do you endeavour to ſet Gop always before 
you? To fee his Eye continually fixt upon you i 
Never can you uſe theſe Meant, but a Bleſſing will 
enſue. And the more you uſe them, the more will 
vou“ grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of ovr 
„ Lokp JEsUs CHRIST.“ 


Q. 45. What can be done inorder toa cloſer Union 
of our Helpers with each other ? 

A. 1. Let them be deeply convinced of the Want 
there is of it at preſent, and the abſolute Neceſũty of 
it. 

Let them pray for an earneſt Deſire of Union. 
Let them ſpeak ſreely to each other. 

When they meet, let them never part without 
Prayer. 


o ©» 
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4 Let them beware how they deſpiſe each other) 
ts. | 
6. Let them never ſpeak flightingly of each other 
in any Kind. | * 
7. Let them defend one another's Characters in e. 


very Thing, to the utmoſt of their Power : and TE 
8. Let them labour in Honour each to prefer the = 
other beſore himſelf. * 
this 
Q. 45. How ſhall we avoid Popularity? We mean ſuch 9 
Eſteem or Love from the People, as is not forthe Glory -D 
of God ? tigh 
A. 1. Earneſtly pray for a piercing Senſe of the 
Danger there * the Sinfalifeſ; of 4 [req 
2. Take Care how you ingratiate yourſelf with any arid 
People, by Slackneſs of Diſcipline : inlar 
3. Or by any Method which another Preacher can- Q 
not follow. be a 
4. Warn the People among whom you are mo, A 
of eſteeming or loving you too much. Ing. 
F. Converſe ſparingly with thoſe who are patti- urge 
cularly fond of you. Ignc 
Q 47. How often ſhould our Helpers preach ? . 
A. Not more than twice a Day, unleſs on a Sur- Cur 
day, or ſome Extraordinary Occaſion, 4 
| Q.48. Which is the beſt General Method of Preach- il ces 
* both 
A. 1. To invite. 2. To convince. 3. To offer 
Chriſt. 4. To build up: And to do this in ſome mea- 0 
ſure in every Sermon. Be 
Q 49. Are there any ſmaller Advices relating to and 
Preaching, which might be of uſe to us? Q 
A. Perhaps theſe, 1. Be ſure to begin and end, pie- in £ 
ciſely at the Time appointed. . 
2. Endeavour to be ſerious, weighty, and ſolemn deni 
in your whole Deportment before the Congregation, A 
Always ſuit your Subject to the Audience. Let 


4. Chooſe the plaineſt Texts you can. 


5. Take 
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5. Take care not to ramble from your Text, but 
keep cloſe to it, and make out from it what you take 


in hand. | 

6. Beware of allegorizing or ſpiritualiaing too 
much. 

7. Take care of any thing aukward or aſſected, 
either in your Phraſe, Geſture or Pronunciation. 

8. Tell each other, if you obferve any Thing of 
this 1 - a Ke p 

Sing no Hymns of your own Compoſing. 

= Without a preſſing Reaſon, do = — above 
eight or ten Minutes (at moſt) without Intermiſhon, 

11. It would be well for every young Preacher, 
ſrequently to exhort, without taking any Text: And 
ſor every one, young or old, frequently to read and 
inlarge upon a Portion of the Notes. 


Q. 50. What Sermons do we find by Experience to 
be attended with the greateſt Blefling ? 

A. 1. Such as are molt cloſe, convincing, ſearch- 
ing. 2. Such as have moſt of CurisT. 3. Such as 
arge the Heinouſneſs of Mens living in Contempt or 
Ignorance of him. | 


Q. 51. But have not ſome of us been led off from 
Practical Preaching, by (what was called) preaching 
CuriIsT ? 

A. Indeed we have, The moſt effectual Way of 
preaching CHRIST, is to preach Him in all bis Of- 
tices, and to declare his Law, as well as his Goſpel, 
both to Believers and Unbelievers. 


Q. 5. Do we now all preach ſtrongly and cloſely, 
concerning both inward and ou1ward Holineſs ? 

A. It would be well, if we were more frequently 
and more largely to inſiſt upon it in all its Branches, 


Q. 53. Do we inſiſt enough upon Practical Religion 
in general? And in particular, on Relative Duties? 
Uſing the Means of Grace? Private Prayer? Self- 
denial ? Faſting ? Seriouſneſs ? 

A. It ſeems moſt of us have been wanting here, 
Let us take care to ſupply this Defect for the future. 


Q 54. How 
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Q 54. How ſhall we be aſſured, that no Preacher 
will ever diſappoint a Congregation? | 

A. Aſk every one, 1. Do you fee the great Sin, 
and fatal Conſequences of it? 2. Will you break a 
Limb rather than wilfully break your Word herein? 
3. If you do, can you blame us, for not employing 
you any more ? 


Q. 55. How ſhall we guard againſt Formality in 
public Worſhip ? Particularly in Singing ? 

A. 1. By preaching frequently on that Head. 2. By 
ug care to ſpeak only what we feel. By choo- 
ing ſuch Hymns as are proper for the Congregation ; 
generally Hymns of Prayer or Praiſe, rather than 
deſcriptive of particular States. 3. By not ſinging 
too much at once; ſeldom more than five or fix 
Verſes: 4. By ſuiting the Tune to the Nature of the 
Hymn: 5. By often ſtopping ſhort and aſking the 
People, Now! Do you know what you ſaid laſt? 
Did you ſpeak no more than you felt? Did you ſing 
it as unto the Lord; with the Spirit and with the 


Underſtanding alſo ?” | 


Q. 56. What can be done to make the People ſing 
true ? | 

A. 1. Learn to fing true yourſelves. 2. Recom- 
mend the Tunes every where. 3. If a Preacher 
cannot fing himſelf, let him chooſe two or three Per- 
ſons in every Place to pitch the Tune for him. 


Q. 57. What is it beſt to take juſt after Preaching ? 

A. Lemonade; Candied Orange Peel, or a little 
ſoſt warm Ale, But Egg and Wine is downright 
Poiſon. 


Q. 58. How ſhall we try thoſe who think they are 


moved by the Holy Ghoſt to preach ? 

A. Inquire, 1. Do they know Gov as a pardoning 
God? Have they the Love of Gop abiding in them? 
Do they defire and ſeek nothing but Gop ? And are 
. they holy in all Manner of Converſation ? 2. Have 
they Gifts (as well as Grace) for the Work ? Have they 
(in ſome tolerable Degree) a clear, found Underſtand- 
ing? Have they a right Judgment in the SIP - 
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Gop ? Have they a juſt Conception of Salvation by 
Faith ? And has Gop ah them any Degree of Ut- 
terance? Do they ſpeak juſtly, readily, clearly? z. 
Have they Fruit ? Are any truly convinced of Sin and 
converted to Gop by their Preaching ? 

As long as theſe three Marks concur in any one, we 
believe he is called of God to preach, Theſe we re- 
ceive as ſufficient Proof, that he is moved thereto by 
the Holy Ghoſt, 

Q. 59. But how ſhall we know, whether they con- 
cur or not, in any particular Perfon ? 

A. 1, If he is near us, we will talk with him on 
the preceding Heads and hear him preach. 

2. We will defire him to write down or relate the 
Reaſons, why he thinks he is called of God thereto, 

3. We will examine thoſe who ſeem to be convinc- 
ed of Sin, or converted to God by his Preaching. 

4. If he is at a Diſtance, we will deſire the Aſſiſtant 
to do this: and to inquire, what is the Judgment of 
bis Brethren concerning him, 

Q. 60. What Method may we uſe in receiving a 
new Helper ? | 

4. A proper Time for doing this, is at a Conference 
after ſolemn Faſting and Prayer, 

Every Perſon to be admitted is then to be preſent, 
and each of them may be aſked, 

„A. B. Have you Faith in Chriſt? Are you going 
en to Perfection? Do you expect to be perfected in love 
in this Life? Are you groaning after it? Are you re- 
ſolved to devote yourſelf wholly to Gop and his Work ? 
Do you know the Metbodiſt. Plan? Have you read the 
Plain Account? The Appeals? Do you know the RuLes 
of the Society ? Of the Bands? Do you keep them ? 
Do you take no Snuff? Tobacco ? Drams? Do you 
conſtantly attend the Church and Sacrament ? Have 
you read the Minutes? Are you willing to conform to 
them? Have you conſidered the twelve Rules of a 
Helper ? Eſpecially the firſt, tenth, and twelfth ? Will 
you keep them for Conſcience ſake ? Are you deter- 
mined to employ a// your Time in the Work of Gop ? 
Will you preach every Morning and Evening ? Endea- 

vouring 
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vouring not to ſpeak too long (an Hour in the whole) 
or too loud ? Not lolling with your Elbows ? Have you 
read the Rules of Aftion and Utterance ? Will you meet 
the Society, the Bands, the Select Society and the 
Leaders in every Place? Will you diligently and ear- 
neſtly inſtruct the Children, and viſit from Houle to 
Houſe? Will you recommend Faſting, both by Pre. 
cept and Example:?“ 

We may then receive him as a Probationer, by giv. 
ing him the Minutes of the Conference inſcribed thus, 


. 


« You think it your Duty to call Sinners to Repen- 
tance. Make full Proof hereof, and we ſhall rejoice 
to receive you as a {cliow-Jabourer. 

% Ot/erve, You are not to ramble up and down, but 
to go where the Aſſiſtant directs, and there only.” 

Let him then read and carefully weigh what is con- 
tained therein, and ſee whether he can agree to them, 
or no. 

If he can, let him come to the next Conference; 
where, after Examination, Faſling and Prayer, he may 
be received into full Connection with us, by giving him 
the Minutes inſcribed thus: 

« So long as you — conſent to, and earneſtly en- 
deavour to walk by theſe Rules, we ſhall rejoice to ac- 
knowledge you as a Fellow-labourer.“ 

Mean time, let none exhort in any of our Societies 
without a Note of Permiſſion from the Aſſiſtant. Let 
every Exhorter take care to have this renewed yearly, 
And let every Aſſiſt ant rigorouſly infiſt upon it. 


Q. 61. How can we provide for worn-out Preach- 
ers ? 

A. Thoſe that can preach a little may be ſapernu- 
merary Preachers where there is moſt need. As for 
thoſe who cannot preach at all, 

1. Let every travelling Preacher contribute ha/f a 
Guinea yearly at the Conference. 

2. Let every one when firſt received as a travelling 
Preacher, pay one Guinea, 
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3. Let this be lodged in the Hands of theStewards 
approved of by the Majority of the Preachers, 

4. The preſent Stewards are Josxe4 CownLy and 
Joux MuRLiN, 

5. Out of this let Proviſion be made, firſt for the 
worn-out Preachers, then for the Widows and Children 
of thoſe that are dead. 

6. Every worn-out Preacher ſhall receive at leaſt zex 
Pounds a Year. 

7. Every Widow of a Preacher ſhall receive yearly 
during her Widowhood (if ſhe wants it) a Sum not ex- 
ceeding ten Pounds. 

8. Every Child left by a Preacher ſhall receive once 
for all, a Sum not uſually exceeding ten Pounds. 

9. But none is intitled to any Thing from this Fund, 
till he has ſubſcribed tre Guineas. 

10, Nor any Perſon from the Time he ceaſes (un- 
leſs worn-out) to be a Travelling Preacher : 

11, Nor any who negle&s paying his Subſcription 
for four Years together. 

12. Let every Preacher, who does not bring or ſend 
his Subſcription to the Conferences, be fined ao Shil. 
lings and Sixpence. 

13. This Fund is never to be reduced to leſs than an 
Hundred Pounds, | 

14 Let a Committee be choſen to ſee theſe Rules 
duly executed. The preſent Committee are, 


Peter Jaco, John Pow/on, 
Duncan Wright, James Odaie. 
Thomas Hanby. Thomas Olivers. 
Robert Roberts. Fohn Helion, 
Alexander Mather. Chriflopher Hopper. 
Thomas Johnſon. 


15. Let an exact Account of all Receipts and Diſ- 
burſements be produced at the Conference, 


2.62. How may the Wives of the Travelling Preach- 
ers be provided for? : 
A. If a Preacher marries hand-over-head, he muſt 
provide for himſelf. As to the reſt, we cannot but 
oblerve many Inconveniences have ariſen, from the 


preſent 
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prefent Method of providing for the Wives of the Preach. 
ers. Thoſe who are moſt proper for ſeveral Places, 
cannot be ſent thither becauſe they are married, And 
if they are ſent, the People look upon them with an evil 
Eye, becauſe they are burdened by their Families, 
In order to remedy theſe Inconveniences, let it be con. 
ſidered, 1. What each Circuit can contribute: 2. How 
many Wives are to be provided for : (Their Children 
are provided for where they are.) 3. By what Cir. 
cuits ? By this Means whether the Preachers in any 
particular Circuit are married or ſingle, it makes no 
difference: So that any Preacher may be ſent to any 
Circuit, without any Difficulty. 


Q. 63. How many Circuit are there now? 
A. Three and thirty in Eugland, Ten in Jreland, 
Three in Wales, Two in Scotland, and Two in Ane. 


rica.” 

Q. 64. Are our Preaching houſes ſafe ? 

A. Not all: for ſome of them are not ſettled on Truſ. 
tees. Several of the Truſtees for others are dead, 


Q. 65. What then is to be done ? 

A. 1. Let the ſurviving Truſtees chooſe others without 
delay. 2. Let thoſe who have Debts on any of the 
_ Houſes, give a Bond to lettle them, as ſoon as their 

Debt is paid, 

. 66, In what Form may an Houſe be ſettled ? 

A. In the following : 

This Indenture made 
« between B. Heap of Manchefler, in the County of 
40 on the one Part, and 750. Philips, Hatter, 
« c. on the other Part, Wiinis tra, That in Con- 
«« fideration of | ive Shi:lings, lawful Money of Great 
« Britain, by the ſaid T7. P. & to the ſaid B. H. truly 
« paid, before the Sealing and Delivery hereof (the 
% Receit whereof the ſaid B. H. doth hereby acknow- 
« ledge) and for divers other Conſiderations him there- 
«© unto moving, the ſaid B. H. hath granted, bar- 
« gained, and fold ; and by theſe Preſents doth * 
« bargain and ſell unto the ſaid T. P. &c. their Hein 
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„ 
« and Aſſigns for ever, All that lately erected Houſe 
© or Tenement, with the Yatd thereunto adjoining, 
« ſituate near the upper End of Market-flreet Lane in 
« Mancheſter aforeſaid, now in the Tenure or Occu- 
« pation of T. Weolfinden ; together with all the Ways, 
„ Drains, Walls, and Privileges to the ſaid Premiſes, 
« or any Part thereof appertaining, as the ſame were 
„ purchaſed of S. Hope, of Mancheſter aforeſaid, Brick- 
«© Jayer, before the ſaid Houſe or Tenement was built; 
« and all the Profits thereof, and all the Right, Title 
„ and Intereſt, in Law and Equity. To nav avp 
« TO HOLD the ſaid Houſe or Tenement, Yard and 
« other Premiſes, to the ſaid T. P. &c. their Heirs, 
« and Aſſigns for ever: NEeveRT#E:.e5s upon ſpecial 
« 'Truſt and Confidence, and to the Intent, that they 
« and the Survivors of them, and the Truſtees for the 
« Time being, do and ſhall permit J. Weſley, late of 
« Lincoln Cell. Oxford, Clerk, and ſuch other Perſons 
« as he ſhall from Time to Time appoint, and at all 
Times, during his natural Life, end no other Perſons, 
« to have and enjoy the free Uſe and Benefit of the 
% ſaid Premiſes; that the ſaid J. Weſley, and ſuch 
« other Perſons as he appoints, may therein preach and 
* expound Gop's holy Word: and after his Deceaſe, 
upon farther Truſt and Confidence, and to the Intent 
't that the ſaid Truſtees and the Survivors of them, and 
the Truſtees for the Time being, do and ſhall per- 
% mit Charles Weſley, late of Chriſt Church Coll. Oxf. 
* Clerk, and ſuch other Perſons as he ſhall from 
Time to Time appoint, during his Life, and no 
others, to have and enjoy the ſaid Premiſes for the 
© Purpoſes aforeſaid : and after his deceaſe, upon far- 
ther Truſt and Confidence, and to the Intent that 
the ſaid T. P. &c. or the major Part of them, or 
'« the Survivors of them, and the major Part of the 
'* Truſtees of the ſaid Premiſes, for the Time being, 
ſhall from Time to Time, and at all Times for 
* ever thereafter, permit ſuch Perſons as ſhall be ap- 
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“ pointed at the Yearly Conference of the People 


called Methodiſts, in Londen, Briſial or Leeds, and 
«6 no 


41 
* no others, to have and enjoy the ſaid Premiſes, for 
* the Purpoſes aforefaid : Provided always, that the 


Breadth 


* ſaid Perſons preach no other Doctrine than is. contained Wl (aſhed, 
« in My W's Notes upon the New Teſtament, and fen Pulpit 
*« Volumes of Sermons :xProvided alja, that they preach in WM hind, 

' 4 the ſaid Houſe at leaſt one Evening in every Week, and ſhould 
1% at Five o Cloct on each Morning following And upcn Ml middle 
«« farther Truſt and Confidence, that as often as any BW Men fi 
« of theſe Truſtees, or of the Truſtees for the Time 
«« being ſhall die, or ceaſe to be a Member of the Society Wil Q f 
« commonly called Methodiſts, the reſt of the ſaid Tru. the 
« tees, or of the Truſtees for the Time being, as ſoon 4 ry 
„as conveniently may be, ſhall and may chooſe ano. Sethe 
« ther Truſtee, or Truſtees, in order to keep up the e 
« Number of nine Truſtees for ever. In Witneſs where BW Q. 7: 
« the ſaid B. H. hath hereunto ſet his Hand and Sei ſenſible 
% the Day and Year firſt above written.” A. I. 

In this Form the firſt Proprietors of the Houſe count « 
to make it over to five, ſeven or nine Truſtees, Preache 
Q. 67. But is this Form a ſafe one? Should we nd — th 
have the Opinion of a Council upon it:? 3 
A. I think this would be throwing Money aw 4 T 
1. Becauſe this Form was drawn up by three eminent "a, 
Counſellors: but, 2. It is the Way of almoſt even Men 
Lawyer, to blame what another has done. Therefa f dhe Glo, 
you cannot at all infer, that they 75in# a Thing wrong f tat = 
becauſe they /ay ſo, 3. If they did in reality h ter - 
wrong, this would not prove that it was ſo. 4. li "Sy pub 
there was (which I do not believe) ſome Defect therein, "9M f 
who would go to law with the Body of Mei bodiſ ? oi . A 
And if they did, would any Court in Exglaud put then Wives : 
out of Poe/ion ? Eſpecially when the Intent of the Dei ne: K 
was plain and undeniable. * 24 
Q. 68. Is any Thing farther adviſable with regai their Hi 
to Building ? but may 
A. 1. Build all Preaching houſes, if the Gromit 3. Ye 
will admit, in the Octogon Form. It is beſt for te bare Bo 
Voice, and on many Accounts more commodious thi their Mo 
any other, 2. Let the Roof riſe only one third of ern and 
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2s, for WR Breadth : This is the true Proportion. 3. Have enow 
at th WE Windows and Doors; And let all the Windows be 
vt aind Wl ſaſhed, opening downward. 4. Let there be no tub- 
d far Pulpit; but a ſquare Projection, with a long Seat be- 
each in I hind. 5. Let there be no Backs to the Seats, which 
, an ſhould have Iſles on each fide, and be parted in the 
d upen middle by a Rail running all along, to divide the 
as any Men from the Women. 

Time Q. 69. Is there any Exception to the Rule,“ Let 
Society BY , the Men and Women fit apart?“ 

d Tre A. In thoie Galleries where they have always ſat 


0 n together, they may do ſo ſtill. But let them ſit apart 
* every where below, and in all new- erected Galleries. 


vheredl BF Q. 70. What can be done, to make the Merhodifts 
nd Sei ſenſible of the Excellency of Kingfavood School? 

A. I. Let every Afliſtant read the following Ac- 

duſe in count of it yearly in every Society. II. Let every 

Preacher earneſtly exhort all Parents, that are able to 

ſend their Children thither, and be at the Pains to 

| we nah anſwer all their Objections, and refute all the Lies 

they may have heard about it. 


y 3" 1. The Wiſdom and Love of God have now thruſt 
emmeußz out a large Number of Labourers into his Harveſt; 
BOY Men who deſire nothing on Earth but to promote 


the Glory of Gop, to ſave their own Souls, and them 


E * that hear them. And thoſe to whom they miniſ- 
y thin | ter ſpiritual Things, willingly miniſter to them of 
' +." their carnal Things; ſo that they have Food to eat and 
; there Raiment to put on, and are content therewith. 

2010 5 2. A competent Proviſion is likewiſe made for the 
put then wires of married Preachers, Theſe alſo lack no- 


the Dee. thing ; having a weekly Allowance, over and above 


for their little Children; ſo that neither they nor 
their Huſbands need be careful about many Things, 


th regat 
but may wait upon the Lord without Diſtra&iion. 


, Ground 3. Yet one conſiderable Difficulty lies on thoſe who 
& for te have Boys, when they grow too big to be under 
ious the heir Mother's Direction. Having no Father to go- 
bird of tern and inſtruct them, they are expoſed to a thou- 
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ſand Temptations. To remedy this, we have ; he We 
School on purpoſe for them, wherein they have I erted 
the Inſtruction they are capable of, together with allet 


Things needful for the Body, Clothes only excepted 7. 4 
And it may be, if Gov proſper this Labour of Love, ortuni 
they will have theſe too ſhortly. Wo 1 
4. In whatever View we look upon this, it is ore bleſt C. 
of the nobleſt Charities that can be conceived. HoyWMl.re ab!, 
reaſonable is the Inſtitution ? Is it fit that the Ch. Vas ſet 
dren of thoſe who leave Wife, Home, and all tho con 
is dear, to ſave Souls from Death, ſhould want wha you, Ar 
is necdful either for Soul or Body? Ought not we ov wi 
to ſupply what the Parent cannot, becauſe of Mn Occ: 
Labours in the Goſpel? How excellent are the EW... i 
fects of this Inſtitution ? The Preacher eaſed of thi WW 
Weight, can the more chearfully go on in his Ly 
bour. And perhaps many of theſe Children nal Q 7! 
hereafter fill up the Place of thoſe that ſhall ever W. 
their Labours. 4. L 
It is not ſtrange therefore, conſidering the Ee or 
cellence of this Deſign, that Satan ſhould have taka est an 
much Pains to defeat it: particularly by Lies d band, 
every Kind, which were plentifully invented au Q. 72. 
handed about for ſeveral Years, even by ſome of dd I By 
Preachers. But Truth now prevails, and its Adver8W.yer, Af 
ſaries are put to Silence, It is well known that and recei 
Children want nothing; that they ſcarce know wha To ch. 
Sickneſs means; that they are well inſtructed Mi. follos 
whatever they are capable of learning; that they 1 « , v 
carefully and tenderly governed; and that the or our B 
haviour of all in the Houſe, elder and younger, is which ve 
becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. vice of t 
6. But the Expence of ſuch an Undertaking is ven ing, capa] 
large: ſo that although we have at preſent by en: But 
thirteen or fourteen poor Children, we are contin. «= 
ally running behind, notwithſtanding the yearly Sugo or + 
ſcription made at Lenden and Briſiol. The beſt Mea rhat at! 
we could think of at our late Conference to ſupp rat at 37 
the Deficiency is, once a Year to deſire the Ali That at 
ance of all thoſe in every Place who wiſh weny that the y 
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have ine Work of God; all who long to ſee Sinners con- 
have alerted to God, and the Kingdom of ChRISH ſet np 
with alin all the Earth. 
XCepted, 7. All of you, who are thus minded, have an Op- 
of Love, Wrortunity now of ſhewing your Love to the Goſpel, 
Now promote, as far as in you lies, one of the no- 
it is ore bleſt Charities in the World, Now forward, as you 
Hos are able, one of the moſt excellent Deſigns that ever 
he Chil. was ſet on foot in this Kingdom. Do what you can 
all thao comfort the Parents, who give up the'r all for 
int Wh du, and to give their Children cauſe to bleſs you, 
not vod will be no poorer for what you do on ſuch 
e of un Occaſion. Gov is a good Pay-maſter. And you 
the Eno, in doing this, you dend unto the LoxD: In due 
of türe 1s Sal! Pay you again. 
2 Q. 71. But how can we keep it out of Debt, which 
reſt fever was done yet? a 
J. Let a Collection be made for it the Sunday be- 
the Er re or after Midſummer, in every Preaching-houſe, 
ve takal great and ſmall, throughout England, Scotland, and 
Lies 0 Ireland. | 
ated zu Q. 72. How may we raiſe a General Fund? 
e of ul 4. By a Yearly Subſcription to be propoſed by 
s Advel Bevery Aſſiſtant when he viſits the Claſſes at Chriſtmas, 
that ti: 1d received at the Viſitation following. 
ow wal To this End he may then read and enlarge upon 
ucted ul. following Hints in every Society. 
they u « 1, Within theſe twelve or fifteen Years ſeveral 
; the he of our Brethren in various Parts, having no Room 
ger, 1: which would contain the Congregation, * the Ad- 


vice of the Preachers have built Houſes for Preach- 


g is ein capable of containing the uſual Number of Hear- 
ſent baer: But this has neceſ{arily involved them in large 
contin" Debts. Their Debt at Halifax, for Inſtance, amounted 
arly Subvo or three Years ago to Two Hundred Pounds : 
eſt Meal That at Leeds to more than Three Hundred Pounds : 
to ſupp! That at Mancheſter to Three Hundred and fifty Pounds: 
he I That at Liverpoo to Four Hundred Pounds. So 
| well | 


ar the whole Debt contracted by Building was, I 
a apprehend 
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apprehend, little ſhort of Four Thouſand Pounds. Thi 
the Societies to whom thoſe Houſes belong, are þ 
no Means able to pay : But the whole Body of Me. 
thodiſts joining together can do it without Inconye. 
nience. Only let them chearfully exert on ſo preſſing 
an Occaſion the Ability which Gop hath given them 

2, But there is a greater Difficulty than this. Where 
there are Houſes, there are not Preachers. Though 
the Harveſt 1s plenteous, the Labourers are few. And 
what can we do for a Supply? We cannot purchaſe 
them for Money: We cannot hire, or make them, 
God alone can do this. And He has in ſome mes. 
ſure done it already, In ſeveral Parts of Exgland there 
are local Preachers, who have both Gifts and 
Graces equal to thoſe of moſt Itinerants. Why 
„ then do they not travel?“ They are willing ſo to 
do: But they are afraid of bringing a Scandal upon 
the Goſpel: Becauſe, they have contracted Debt, 
which, though very ſmall, they are not yet able ts 
pay. So they are bound Hand and Foot: But ſhall 
We ſuffer this? Shall we not ſet them at Liberty! 
We cannot buy a Preacher for 'Ten thouſand Pounds: 
but we may releaſe one for Tenor Twelve. Can any 
Money be better beſtowed? Let us, in the Name 
of God, ſend theſe Labourers into his Harveſt! Men 
who deſire only to give their Bodies, Souls, Time, 
All, for Him that was given for us. 

3- But ſtill how ſhall we ſend them into thoſe Parts, 
where they are moſt of all wanted? Suppoſe the North- 
Welt of Ireland, and the North of Scotland? Many 
are willing to hear; but not to bear the Expence. 
Nor can it as yet be expected of them: ſtay ill 
the Word of God has touched their Hearts, and then 
they will gladly provide for them that preach it. 
Does it not lie upon 26, in the mean Time, to ſupply 
their lack of Service? To raiſe a General Fund ont 
of which from time to time that Expence may be de- 
frayed? By this Means, thoſe who willingly. offer 
themſelves may travel thro' every Part, whether there 


are Societies or not, and ſtay wherever there is a Call 
without 
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| without being burdenſom to any. Thus may the Goſ- 
This pel, in the Life and Power thereof, be ſpread from-Sea 
are b io Sea. Which of you will not rejoice to throw in 
of Me. your Mite to promote this glorious Work ? 


come. 4. It is true, when Want of Money to defray the 
preſlng Expence is removed, another Hindrance will often 
them ariſe. Satan will ſtir up his truſty Servants, to fight 
When le his Kingdom be deſtroyed. But is there no Way 
"hough to quell riotous Mobs, even when Magiſtrates will 
And ot do their Duty ? There is one and only one Way : 
urchale WY zove the King's Bench for an Information againſt 
them. them. This is a Way which has never failed us yet. 
1c mes No, not in a ſingle Inſtance. The only ObjeRion is 
nd then |... Expence. A Suit in the Kirg's Bench uſually coſts 
ts and fifty or ſixty Pounds. But if we all join Hand and 
* Why Heart together, cannot we make this eaſy too? Can- 
ng ſo ty not we raiſe a Common Stock which ſhall ſuffice for 
al upon BY tis as well as for the preceding Purpoſes? By the 
Debt, Bleſſing of God we can. And who would not gladly 
able u contribute toward it ? | 
ut ſhall 5. Let then every Member of our Society in Eng- 
1berty! laxd, once a Year, ſet his Shoulder to the Work; 
Pounds: contributing more or leſs as God has proſpered him, 
-an 2 BY at the Laay-Day Viſitation of the Claſſes. Let none 
., ĩ 2 004- Groas giving ſomething, be it a Penny, 
£1 Mal, Half-penny, a Farthing. Remember the Widow's 
Time, 0 Mites ! And let thoſe who are able to give Shil- 
lings, Crowns, and Pounds, do it willingly. The 
ſe Parts Money contributed will be brought to Leeds, Briſtol, 
: North-W or London, at the enſuing Conference. Two Thirds of 
f Ma Hit at leaſt will be alloted for thoſe public Debts 
-Xpenc”” which call the loudeſt. The reſt will be partly em- 
ſtay till ployed in ſetting at Liberty ſuch local Preachers as 
nd then ae tied down by ſmall Debts; partly reſerved for 
each it propagating the Goſpel, where there are none to bear 
* Pp the Expences of the Preacher. 


6. Men and Brethren, Help! Was there ever a 


y be - Call like hit, fince you firſt heard the Goſpel-Sound ? 
24 * Help to relieve your Companions in the Kingdom 


+ a Cal ck Jesus, who are preſt above Meaſure, © Bear ye 
without _ 


— — - F — — 
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one another's Burdens, and ſo fulfil the Law of 
CarisT.” Help to ſend forth able, willing Labourers 
into your Lorv's Harveſt: So ſhall ye be aſſiſtant in 
ſaving Souls from Death, and hiding a Multitude of 
Sins. Help to ſpread the Goſpel of your Salvation 
into the remoteſt Corners of the Kingdom, till “ the 
Knowledge of our Lord ſhall cover the Land, as the 
Waters cover the Sea.” Help to deliver the Poor out 
of the Hand of the Oppreſſor, to procure them the 
Bleſüngs which we erjoy : So ſhall it appear to our- 


” N . . * 


ſelves, and all Men, that we are indeed one Body, 1 
united by one Spirit; fo ſhall the baptized Heathens v 
be yet again conſtraiped to ſay, ** See how theſe v 
« Chriſtians love one another.“ v 
The Money received is to be brought by the A.- 2. 
ſiſtants to the next Conference. 3. A 
Q. 72. But not withſtanding all that has been con- (ho a 
tributed and paid, we are ſtill Six thouſand nine hundred 4. t 
and fiſty eight Ponnas in Debt. So that we gain no 4. \ 
ground, What can be done? How can we prevent 6. V 
the Increaſe of Debt ? 7. V 
A. By putting an abſolute ſtop to all Building for 8. E 
the enſuing Year. Let no new Houle be built, no Ad- 9. V 
dition or Alteration be made in any old one, unleſs the 10. 
Propoſers thereof can and will defray the whole Ex- 11. 
pence of it. for ? 
Q. 74. What can be done in order to pay the old 5 
4 ; 
A. 1. Give a Note to each Aſſiſtant, ſpecifying the ws | 
Debts, toward which the Money collected in each Cir- 7 0 
cuit next Year is to be paid. Tov 
2. Let each Aſſiſtant encourage the People in each Mk 
lace, like thoſe in Birmingham, to make a Puſh to- takes, 


ward paying off their own Debt. y 
3. Let whatever is contributed in any Circuit, be g * * 
paid away in that Circuit, as long as any Debt re- — a 
mains therein. 
4. Let whatever 1s contributed in any ſingle Place, - any 
which is in Debt, pay that as far as it will go. 
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c, Let whatever is contributed in the Circuits which 

te out of debt, be produced at the Conference. 

6, Let us try whether any Part of it may be paid off 

dy Annuities. S 

Q. 75. What is the ſafeft Way of leaving a Legacy 

or any charitable Purpoſe? 

4. To leave it abſolutely to a Perſon they can con- 

de in. | 

Q. 76. What is the Method wherein we uſually pro- 
eed in our Conferences? 

A. We inquire, 

1. What Preachers are admitted? 

What remain on Trial? 
Who are admitted on Trial? and 
Who ce, from Travelling? 

2. Who act as Aiſlants this Year ? 

3. Are there any Objections to any of the Preachers? 
(who are named one by one.) 

4. How are the Preachers ſtationed this Year ? 

5. What Numbers are in the Society? 

6. What is the Aing:woed Collection? 

7. What is contributed toward the Debt ? 

8. How was this expended ? 

9. What is contributed toward the Preachers Fund? 

10, What Demands are there upon it? 

. 11, How many Preachers Wives are to be provided 
r? | 

12, By what Societies ? 

13. Where and when mayour next Conference begin ? 

Q. 757. What Power is it which you exerciſe over 
both Preachers and People ? 

4. Count Zinzendorff loved to keep all Things cle. 
| love to do all Things openly. I will therefore tell you 
all I know of the Matter, taking it from the very Be- 
pinning, | 

1. In Nevember 1738, two or three Perſons, who de- 
fired ro fler from the Wrath to come, and then ſeven or 
eipht more came to me in London, and defired me to 
adviſe and pray with them. I ſaid. © If you will meet 
on Thurſday Night I will help you as well as I can.” 
More and more then defired to meet with them, till they 
were increaſed to many Hundreds, The Caſe was 

C afterwards 


Ws ut 


afterwards the ſame at Briſſol, Kingwood, Newcaf, 
and many other Parts of England, Scotland and lrelny 
It may be obſerved the Deſire was on heir Part, ng 
mine, My Deſire was to live and die in Retirement 
But I did not ſee that I could refuſe them my Help, ang 
be guiltleſs before Gon. 

Here commenced my Power, namely, a Power tg 
appoint when, and where, and howw they ſhould meet; 
and to remove thoſe whoſe Lives ſhewed that they had 
no Deſire to fee from the Wrath to come. And this 
Power remained the ſame, whether the People meeting 
together were Twelve, Twelve Hundred, or Twelve 
Thouſand. 

2. In a few Days ſome of them ſaid, Sir, we wil 
© not /it under you for nothing. We will ſubſcribe 
«« quarterly.” I ſaid, “ I will have nothing, for I wan 
% nothing. My Fellowſhip ſupplies me with all, and 
« more than I want.” One replied, ** Nay, but you 
« want One hundred and fifteen Pounds to pay for the 
«« Leaſe of the Fourdery, And likewiſe a large Sumof 
« Money will be wanting to put it into repair. On this 
Conſideration I ſuffered them to ſubſcribe. And when 
the Society met, I aſked, ** Who will take the Trouble 
of receiving this Money, and paying it where it is 
„ needful?” One ſaid, © I will do it, and keep the 
« Account for you.“ So here was the firſt Stexvard, 
Afterwards I deſired one or two more to help me 2 
Stewards, and in proceſs of time a greater Number, 

Let it be remarked, it was I my/e{f, not the People, 
who choſe theſe Stewards, and appointed to each the 
diſtint Work wherein he was to help me, as long as [ 
deſired. And herein I began to exerciſe another fort 
of Power, namely, that of appointing and removing 
Stewards. : 

3. After a Time a young Man came, T. Maxfe, 
and ſaid he deſired to help me as a Son in the Goſpel, 
Soon after came a ſecond, Thomas Richards, and a third, 
Themas Neal. Theſe ſeverally deſired to ſerve me as 
Sons, and to labour when and where I ſhoulg direct. 
Ob/erve, I heſe likewiſe defired me, not I them. But! 
durſt not refuſe their Aſſiſtance, And here commenced 
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4s to labour: that is, whilz he choſe to continue with 


Vewwcafli, : h 

d relay me: For eich had a Power to go away when he 
Part, ng leaſed: As I had alſo to go away from them, or any 
tiremen of them, if I ſaw ſufficient Cauſe. The Cale conti- 


Telp, and nued the ſame when the Number of Preachers increafed. 
1 had juſt the ſame Power ſtill, to appoint when, and 
avhere and hoxw each ſhould help me, and to tell any, 


Power to | 
d meet: if 1 ſaw cauſe, 1 do not deſire your Help any longer.“ 
they had On theſe Terms, and no other, we joined at firſt: On 
And thi WY theſe we continue joined, But they do me no favour 
meeting in being directed by me. It is true, My Reward is 
Twelve ! with the Los d.“ But at preſent J have — 
from it but Trouble and Care, and often a Burden 
we will ſcarce know how to bear. 
ubſcribe . In 1744 I wrote to ſeveral Clergymen, and to 
r I want all who then ſerved me as Sons in the Goſpel, defiring 
all, and them to meet me in London, to give me their Advice 
but you concerning the beſt Method of carrying on the Work 
for the of Gov. They did not deſire this Meeting, but 7 did, 
Sum of knowing that 12 4 Multituae of Counſellors there is ſaſeiy. 
On thi; And when their Number increaſed, ſo that it was nei- 
d when mer needful nor convenient to invite them all, for ſeve- 
Trouble ral Years I wrote to thoſe with whom I deſired to con- 


fer, and theſe only met at the Place appointed; till at 
length I gave a general Permiſſion that all who defired 
x might come. 

Ob/erve, I myſelf ſent for theſe of my own free 


re it 13 
eep the 
enbard. 


me 2 
— Codice ; and I ſent for them to adviſe, not gowern me. 
People, Neither did I at any of thoſe Times diveſt myſelf of 
ach the MW any Part of that Power above deſcribed, which the 
Ig as [ Providence of God had caſt upon me, without any 


ner fort MW Deſign or Choice of mine. 

noving What is that Power ? It is a Power of admitting into 
and excluding from the Societies under my Care, Of 

axfield, chooſing and removing Stewards, of receiving or not 

Zoſpel, receiving Helpers; of appointing them when, where and 

third, bew to ielp me; and of defiring any of them to meet 

me when I ſee good. And as it was merely in Obedi- 


me 2 
, ence to the Providence of God, and for the Good of 


direct. 


But 1 dhe People, that J at firſt accepted this Power, which I 
zenced 


re and 
how 


never ſought, nay an hundred Times laboured to throw 
off; ſo it 1%bn 1, ſame Conſiderations, not for Profit, 
| Honour or Pleaſure, that I uſe it at this Day. 
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5. But ſeveral Gentlemen are much offended at my 
having /o much Power. My Anſwer to them is this, 

did not ſeek any Part of this Power: It came apen 
me unawares. But when it was come, not daring tg 
bury that Talent, I uſed it to the beſt of my Judy. 
ment, 

Yet I never was fond of it. I always did, and do 
now bear it as my Burden ; the Burden which G 09 
lays upon me, and therefore I dare not yet lay it down, 

But if you can tell me any one, or any five Men, to 
whom I may transfer this Burden, who can and will 
do juſt what I do now, I will heartily thank both 
Them and You. 

©, But ſome of our Helpers ſay, * This is Ohackling 
. 4 freeborn Engliſhmen;” and demand a free Conf-. 
rente; that is, A Meeting of all the Preachers, wherein 
all Things ſhall be determined by moſt Votes. 

I anſwer; It is poſſible after my Death fomething of 
this Kind may take Place, But not while I live. To 
me the Preachers have engaged themſelves to ſubmit, to 
„ ferve me as Sons in tbe Goſpel.” But they are not 
thus engaged to any Man, or Number of Men beſides, 
To me the People in general will ſubmit, But they 
will not yet ſubmit to any, other. 

it is Nonſenſe then to call my ufing hi, Power, 
« Shackling free born Exglimen. None needs to ſub- 
mit to it unleſs he wwi//; ſo there is no Shackling in the 
Caſe. Every Preacher. and every Member, may leave 
me when he pleaſes. But while he chooſes to ſtay, it is 
on the ſame Terms that he joined me at fiſt, 

« But this is arbitrary Power ; this is no leſs than 
« making yourſelf a Pope." 

If by arbitrary Power you mean a Power which [ 
exerciſe /ing/e, without any Collegues therein, this u 
certainly true: But I ſee no hurt in it. Arbitrary in 
this Senſe is a very harmleſs Word. If you mean, U- 

Juft, unreaſonabie, or tyrannical, then it is not true. 

As to the other Branch of the-Charge, it carries no 
Face of Truth. The Pope affirms that every Chriſtian 
muſt do all he bids, and believe all he ſays, under pain 
of Damnation. I never affirmed any thing that bears 


any, the moſt diſtant Refemblance to this. All ph 
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frm is, © The Preachers who chooſe to labour with 
« me, chooſe to ſerve me as Sons in the Goſpel.” And 
« the People who chooſe to be under my Care, chooſe 
« to be ſo on the ſame Terms they were at firſt.” 

Therefore all talk of this Kind is highly injurious to 
me, who bear this Burden merely for your Sakes, And 
it is exceeding miſchievous to the People, tending to 
confound their Underſtandings, and to fill their Hearts 
with evil Surmiſings and unkind Tempers towards me. 
To whom they really owe more, for taking all this 
Load upon me, for exerciſing this very Power, Dr 
ſnackling myſelf in this Manner, than for all my Preach- 
ing put together, Becauſe preaching twice or thrice a 
Day is no Burden to me at all: But the Care of all the 


| Preachers and all the People, is a Burden indeed! 


Q. 78. What can be done in order to the future 
Union of the Methodiſts ? 

A. On Friday, Auguſt 4, 1769, Mr Veſtey read in the 
Conference the following Paper. 


i. IT has long been my Deſire, that all thoſe Mi- 
niſters of our Church, who believe and preach Salva- 
tion by Faith, might cordially agree between them- 
ſelves, and not hinder, but help one another. After 
occaſionally prefſing this in private Converſation, where- 
ever I had Opportunity, I wrote down my Thoughts 
opon this Head, and ſent them to each in a Letter. 
Out of Fifty or Six!y to whom I wrote, only Three vouch- 
laſed me an Anſwer. So ] give this up. I can do no 
more. They are a Rope of Sand ; and ſuch they will 
continue. : 

2. But it is otherwiſe with the Travelling Preachers in 
our Connection: You are at preſent One Body. You 
at in Concert with each other, and by united Coun- 
lels. And now is the Time to conſider what, can be 
done, in order to continue this Union? Indeed, as 
long as I live, there will be no great Diffieulty: I am, 


| under God, a Centre of Union to all our travelling, as 


well as local Preachers. 
They all know me and my Communication. They 
all love me for my Work's Sake : and therefore, were 
e 3 it 


1 


it only out of Regard to me, they will continue con. 


n ected with each other. But by what Means may this « U 

Connection be preſeived, when Gop removes me from « 01 
ou? 2 40 

8 3. I take it for granted, it cannot be preſerved, by “ ſe 

any Means, between thoſe who have not a fingle Eye, © gn 

| Thoſe who aim at any Thing but the Glory of Goo, WW * x 
| and the Salvation of Men; who defice, or feek any 66 


earthly Thing, whether Honous, Profit, or Eaſe, will 
not, cannot continue in the Connection; it will not an. 
ſwer their Defign. Some of them, perhaps a furth of 
the whole Number, will procure Preferm2nt in tie 
Church. Others will tarn Independents, and get ſepa. 
rate Congregations, like John Edwards and Cvariz 
Skelton. Lay your Accounts with this. and be not ſur. 
priſed if ſome you do not ſuſpect be of this Number. 
| 4. But what Method can be taken to preſerve a firm 
Union between thoſe who chooſe to remain together ? 
Perhaps you might take ſome ſuch Steps as theſe : 
On Notice of my Death, let all the Preachers in 
England and Ireland repair to London within Six Weeks, 
Let them ſeek Gop by ſolemn Faſting and Prayer, 
Let them draw up Articles of Agreement, to be 
ſigned by thoſe who chooſe to act in Concert. 
Let thoſe be diſmifled who do not chooſe it, in the 
moſt friendly manner poflible. | 
Let them chooſe, by Votes, a Committee of Three, 
Five, or Seven, each of whom is to be Moderator in 
his Turn. | 
Let the Committee do what I do now: Propoſe 
= Preachers to be tried, admitted, or excluded: Fix the 
Place of each Preacher for the enſuing Year, and the 
Time of the next Conference, 
5. Can any —_— be done now, in Order to lay a 
Foundation for this future Union? Would it nos be 
well, for any that are willing, to fign ſome Articles of 
Agreement before GoD calls me hence? Suppoſe 
ſomething like theft : 
| « We, whoſe Names are underwritten, being tho- 
| roughly convinced of the Neceſſity of a cloſe Union 
| « between thoſe whom Gop is pleaſed to uſe as Inftu- 
| | 16 ments 
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| « ments in this glorious Work, in order to preſerve this 
| « Union between ourſelves, are reſolved, God being 


« our Helper, 

« I, To devote ourſelves entirely to God; deny ing our- 
« ſelves, taking up our Croſs daily, ſteadily aiming at 
« one Thing, #9 /ave our own Souls, and them that hear 
" 4s. i 

« II, To preach the , Methodiſt Doc rines, and no 
„other, contained in the Minutes of the Conferences. 

III. To obſerve and enforce the whole Methoaiſt 
« Diſcipline, laid down In the ſaid Minutes.“ 

Q * What can be done in order to revive the 
Work of Gov where it is decayed ? 

A; 1. See that no Circuit be at any Time without 
Freachers. Therefore let no Przacher who does not at- 
tend the Conference, leave the Circuit at that Time on 
any Pretence whatever, This is the molt improper 
Time in the whole Year. Let every Afiſtant ſee to 
this, and require each of theſe to remain in.the Circuit 
till the new Preachers come. 

Let not all the Preachers in any Circuit come to the 
Conference. | 

Let thoſe who do come, ſet out as late as poſſible, 
and rcturn as ſoon as poſſible, 

2. Be more diligent in Field-preaching. The want 
of preaching abroad, and of preaching in new Places, 
has greatly damped the Work of Gov. 

3. Wherever we have a large Preaching-houſe at 
one End of a great Tewn, let us preach Abroad at the 
other End of it, every Suxday Morning at leaſt, 

4. Be more diligent in Morning-preaching, where- 
ever you can have twenty Hearers. 

5. Be more active in diſperſing the Books: particu- 
larly the Sermon on the Good Steward, on I:-being Sin, 
the Repentance of Believers, and the Scripture Way of 
Salvation, Every Aſſiſtant may give away ſmall Tracts. 
And he may beg Money of the Rich to buy Books for 


the Poor. 


6. Let every Preacher ftrongly inſiſt upon Practical 
Religion and Relative Duties: but in ſuch a manner as 
to keep CHRIST continually in view. 

| 7, Exhort 


( 56 ) | 
7. Exhort the Leaders of Bands to ſpeak to thoſe 
with them in the cloſeſt manner poſſible. u 

8. Encourage all at the public Meeting of the Band; ( 
to ſpeak with all openneſs and ſimplicity. J 

9. Let a Faſt be obſerved in all our Societies on the G 
laſt Friday in September, and on the Friday after New 0 
Year's Day, after Lady-day, and after Mid/ummer-day, if 

10. Wherever you can, uſe Interceſſion on Friday, Wt fa: 
and recommend Fa//ing both by Precept and Example. L. 

11, Be conſcientiouſly exact in the whole Methodiſt on 
Diſcipline. And that you may underſtand it, read over up 
carefully The Plain Account of the People called Methe. we 
Aft, and the ſeveral Minutes of the ConrerencCes. the 

12. Beware of Formality in Singing, or it will cr Th 
in upon us unawares. Is it not creeping in already, by 
thoſe complex Tunes which it is ſcarce poſſible to ſing lay, 
with Devotion? Such is“ Praiſe ye the Lobo ye 
„ bleſſed ones: Such the long quavering Hallelujas 
annexed to the Morning Song- Lune, which I defy any 
Man living to ſing devoutly, The repeating the ſame 
Word ſo often, (but eſpecially while another repeats 
different Words, the horrid Abuſe which runs through 
the modern Church Muſic) as it ſhocks all common 
Senſe, ſo it neceſſarily brings in dead Formality, and 
has no more of Religion in it than a Lancaſhire Horn- 

ipe. Beſide, that it is a flat Contradiction to our 
Chas Command. Uſe not vain Repetitions,” 
For what is vain Repetition, if this is not ? WhatEnd 
of Devotion does it ſerve? Again, Do not ſuffer the 
People to ſing too ſlow. This naturally tends to For. 
mality, and is brought in by thoſe who have very 
Rrong, or very weak Voices. Is it not poſſible, that 
all the Method:ffs in the Nation ſhould fing equally 
quick ? Why ſhould not the Aſſiſtant ſee that they be 
taught to ſing in every large Society? And do this in 
ſuch a Manner, as to obviate the ill Effects which 
might otherwiſe ſpring therefrom ? 

13. Which of us © faſts every Friday in the Year?" 
Which of us faſts at all? Does not this ſhew the pre- 
ſent Temper of our Minds, (though not of all) ſoft and 

annerved 
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to thoſe 
unnerved? How then can we advance the Work of 
he Bands Gov, though we may preach- lend and long enough? 
Here is the Root of the Evil. Hence the Work of 
es on the Goo droops ; few are convinced, few juſtified, few of 
ſter New our Brethren ſanctified! Hence more and more doubt 
er-day, if we are to be ſantified at all till Death: I mean 
n Frida, | fanQtified throughout, ſaved from all Sin, perfected in 
xample. Love. That we may all peak the ſame Thing, I aſk 
Methodit once for all, Shall we defend this Perfection or give it 
read over up? You all agree to defend it; meaning thereby, as 
J Methe- we did from the Beginning, Salvation from all Sin, by 
(CES. the Love of Gop and our Neighbour filling the Heart. 
will creep The Papifts lay, * This cannot be attained till we have 
ready, by „ been a ſufficient Time in Purgatory.” The Diffenters 
le to fing , Nay, it will be attained as ſoon as the Soul and 
Loxo je Body part.” The O/4 Methodft1 ſaid, © It may be 
Hallelujah " attained before we die : A Moment after is too late.” 
| defy any Is it ſo or no? You are all agreed, we may be ſaved 
- the ſame om all Sin be/ore Death. The Subftance then is ſet- 
er repeat ted. But as to the Cixcumftance, Is the Change in- 
1s through Auntareous or gradual ? It is both one and the other. 
| common em the Moment we are juſtified, there may be a 
ality, and *,“ Sandiification or a growing in Grace, a daily 
ie Horn. dance in the Knowledge and Love of Gop. And 
a if Sin ceaſe before Death, there muſt in the Nature of 
petitions.” the Thing be an inflantaneous Change. There muft 
What End de a laſt Moment wherein it does exiſt, and a firſt Mo- 
- ſuffer the ent wherein it does not. But ſhould we in preachin 
4s to For. aft on both one and the other? Certainly we m 
have very nfift on the gradual Change ; and that earneſtly and 


that ontinually. And are there not Reaſons why we ſhould 
= oa aliſt on the /afantancemn alſo? If there be lach a bleſſed 
A they be bange before Death, ſhould we not encaurage all Be- 
% this in er to expect it? Aud the rather, becauſe conflant 
ec which xperience ſhews, the more earneſtly they expect th's, 
e more ſwiftly and ſteadily does the gradual Work of 

he Year?" * go on in their Souls. The more watchful they are 
28 gainlt all Sin, the more care ul to prow in Grace, the 
) ſoft and = zealous of good Work:, and the more punctual 
— Attendance on all the Ordinances of Gov : 
hereas jull the contrary Effects are obſerved, when- 

Ever 


( 58 ) 
ever this Expectation ceaſes. They are ſaved by Hege, 
by this Hope of a total Change ſaved with a gradually le 
increaſing Salvation. Deſtroy this Hope, and that c: 
Salvation ſtands ſtill ; or rather decreaſes daily, There. M 


fore whoever would advance the gradual! Change in Be- ev 

levers ſhould ftrongly inſiſt upon the In/antaneous, In 
14. But how far from intire Sanctification are we ſtil]? th 

The Religion of the Metbodiſis in general, is not inter- 

nal, at leaſt, not deep, univerſal, uniform ; but ſuper. C} 

ficial, partial, uneven. And what Pains do we take to 

make it otherwiſe? Do we viſit from Houſe to Houſe, an 


according to the Plan laid down in the Minutes? Hare the 
you done this? Mr Colley begun. But he is gone to Or 
Paradiſe. And who has trod in his Steps? What hin- | 
ders? Want of Time? Only (as William Pennington 
ſaid) ſpend Half the Time in V%, viſiting, which you 
ſpend in talking uſeleſly, and you will have Time 
enough. Do this, particularly in confirming and build. 
ing up Believers. Then and not till then, the Work 
of the Loxp will proſper in your Hands. 

15. But what can we do for the n Generation! 
Unleſs we can take care of tneſe, the preſent Revival of 
Religion will be Res unius &tatis: It will laſt only the 
Age of a Man, Who will /aboay herein? Let him that 
is zealous for Gop and the Souls of Men begin now. 

„ 1, Spend an Hour a Week with the Children it 
every large Town; whether you like it or no. 

« 2, Talk with them every Time you ſee any at home. 

3. Pray in earneſt for them, 

« 4, Diligently inſtruct and vehemently exhort al 
% Parents, at their own Houſes. 

© c, Preach expreſsly on Education, particularly 4 
% Midſummer, when you ſpeak of King ſavood.” | 

16. Let every Preacher read carefully over the Life 
of Mr Brainerd. Let us be Follotoers of him, as ht wat 
of Cur15T, in abſolute Self. devotion, in total Dead. 
neſs to the World, and in fervent Love to Gov and 
Man. We want nothing but this. Then the World 
and the Devil muſt fall under our Feet. 

17. 1. Let us keep to the Church. Over and abort cordin 
all the Reaſons that were formerly given for this, * 3. | 
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add another now from long Experience, They that 
leave the Church leave the Methodiſts. The Cle 
cannot ſeparate us from our Brethren, the Diſſenting 
Miniſters can and do. Therefore carefully avoid what- 


ever has a Tendency to ſeparate Men from the Church. 


In particular, preaching at any Hour which hinders 
them from going to it. Let every 4/7/ant look to this. 

2. Letall the Servants in our Preaching- Houſes go ta 
Church on Sunday Morning at leaſt. 

3. Let every Preacher go always on Sunday Morning, 
and when he can in the Afternoon, Gop will bleſs 
thoſe who go on Week Days too, as often as they have 
Opporcunity, | 

18. Take heed to your Doctrine. 

We ſaid in 1744. We have leaned too much to- 
„ ward Calviniſm,” Wherein ? 

1. With regard to Man' Faithfulneſt. Our Lor o 
himſelf taught us to uſe the Expreſſion. And we ought 
never to be aſhamed of it. We ought ſteadily to aſſert, 
on his Authority, that if a Man is not faithful in the un- 
righteous Mamman, Gon will not give him the true Riches, 

2. With regard to working for Life. This alſo our 
Lord has expreſs y commanded us. Labour—ipyaCcale, 
literally, work for the Meat that endureth to everlaſiing 
Life, And in fact every Believer, till he comes to Glory, 
works for as well as from Life. 

3. We have received it as a Maxim, That «* a Man 
* 1s to do nothing, ix order to Juſtification : ” Nothing 
can be more falſe. Whoever deſires to find Favour with 
God, ſhould cea/e from Evil, and learn to de avell. Who- 
ever repents, ſhould do Works meet for Repentance. And 
if this is not in order to find Favour, what does he da 
them for ? 

Review the whole Affair. | 

1. Who of us is zow accepted of Goo? 

He that now believes in Cauz1sT, with a loving obe · 


dient Heart. 


2. But who among thoſe that never heard of Cas isr? 
He that feareth God, and worketh Righteouſn:/i, ace 


I cording to the Light he has. 


3. Is this the ſame with, „He that is ſincere ? ” 
Nearly, 


ch... ov» 


Nearly, if not quite. 

4. Is not this Salvation by Works ? 
4 Not by the Merit of Works, but by Works, as a Con. 

tion. 

5. What have we then been diſputing about for theſe 
Thirty Years ? 

J am afraid, about rad,. 

6. As to Merit itſelf, of which we have been ſo 
dteadfully afraid: We are rewarded, according to our 
Works, yea becauſe of our Works, How does this differ 
from for the fkke of our Works? And how differs this 
from Secundum merita operum ? As our Works de/ern ? 
Can you plit this Hair? I doubt, I cannot. 

7. The grand Objection to one of the preceding 
.* -2poſitibins, is drawn from Matter of Fact. Gop does 
in Fact juſtify thoie, who by their own Confeſſion, nei. 
ther feared Gop nor wronght Righteouſneſs. Is this 
an Exceptiou to the General Rule? | 

It is a doubt, whether God makes any E ion at 
all. But how are we ſure, that the Perſon in Queſtion 
never did fear Goo and work Righteouſneſs? His own 
ſaying ſo is not Proof; For we know, how all that are 
> <p of Sin, undervalue themſelves in every Re- 

d. PIES 
Ts Does not "talking of a juif or a ſanctiſſed Stat, 
tend to miſlead Men ? Almoſt naturally leading them to 
truſt in what was done in one Moment? Whereas we art 
every Hour and every Moment pleaſing or diſpleaſing 
to God, according to our H'orks ? According to the whale 
of our inward Tempers, and our outward Behaviour, 


19. Laſtly, We muſt needs viſit from Houſe to Houle, 
were it 1 * avoid Idleneſs. I am afraid, we at 
idle (till, we not loiter away many Hours in ever 

Week Try yourſelves. Keep a Diary of your Em- 

' ployment but for a Week, and then read it over. No 

dleneſs can conſiſt with Growth in Grace. Nay, with- 

out Exactneſs in redeeming Time, it is impoſſible to retail 
even the Life you received in Juſtification. 


FT NIS. 


